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Bringing Dance and Film Together
West Potomac Academy Professional Television Production and Dance students collaborated to produce a film festival and dance performance,
“It’s Personal,” on May 12, and May 13. Afternoon dance class students: Lucy Regnall, Vanessa Uriona, Esmerelda Soto Cerros, Katherine
Kranz, (front) Courtney Darlington, Bernice Kear, (front) Lillian Soto Cerros, Kate Krawczel, Blanca Cruz, Don Smith and Katie Skinner.

More photos, page 3.

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Gazette
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By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

K
ate Van Dyck is the found-
ing member of the parent
advocacy group, Real

World, Real Grades, and most re-
cently now called Restore Honors
Courses (RHC). Her group was
formed several months ago when
she and others realized the scope
of the West Potomac High School

principal’s curriculum, grading
and testing policy changes —
which she alleges were instituted
without parent consultation.

She and a group of concerned
parents — which has grown and
spread throughout the county —
mounted an effort against the
changes — resulting in the princi-
pal rescinding the new grading
and testing policies. The now re-
scinded policies would have al-

lowed students who failed a test
to, instead of receiving an “F”,
have been granted an incomplete
and allowed to retake the test at
any time before the end of the
school year and receive whatever
grade they earned the second
time, as if they never took the test
the first time. Another change
would have been to waive an au-
tomatic “F” for those students
caught cheating on a test. Instead,

his policy change would have the
student caught cheating to be re-
ferred for counseling.

The third part of West Potomac
High School principal’s effort to

change education policies is the
elimination of the Honors (college
prep or middle tier) courses at the

Van Dyck: Restore Honors Courses at West Potomac
Parents oppose two-tier approach to curriculum.

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

P
arents across Fairfax County are
asking school officials to put more
honors classes back into the
course offerings at area high

schools, particularly for 11th and 12th grad-
ers.

FAIRGRADE - a parent advocacy group
that successfully got Fairfax County’s grad-
ing policies changed two years ago - has
passed a resolution asking for the county
to implement a more robust honors pro-
gram in high schools. The countywide “re-
store honors” movement originated at West
Potomac High School, where parents dis-

covered that existing honors courses for
upperclassmen might be eliminated.

Last month, the West Potomac High
School Parent Teacher Student Association
(PTSA) also passed its own resolution ask-
ing the school system to retain honors
courses for its 11th and 12th graders.

Honors classes are important for those
students who might not be prepared to take
an Advanced Placement (AP) course, which
is supposed to be college level work, but
need a greater challenge than general edu-
cation classes provide, according to support-
ers.

Yet Superintendent Jack Dale said the
school system is trying to avoid a “three tier”
system, where upper-class students are di-

vided up between AP classes, honors classes
and general education classes for a single
subject area.

“This is going to be a work session topic
for the school board this summer. We don’t
want too many tracks or layers of course
offerings,” said Dale during a town hall
meeting at Walt Whitman Middle School
last month.

A FEW YEARS AGO, Fairfax County
started to eliminate honors-level classes for
English 11, English 12, World History 2, U.S.
History and U.S. Government at most high
schools where the school system offered
Advanced Placement courses in these sub-
jects.

Students can still take honors level En-
glish and history courses as freshmen and
sophomores, when AP level courses are
largely unavailable to them. But at many
high schools, they can only enroll in either
AP or take the general education courses in
English and history as juniors and seniors.

West Potomac HIgh School is a notable
exception, where a few honors classes for
11th and 12th graders still exist despite the
AP program. When the school system
started to phase out honors classes, a group
of parents fought to keep the courses at West
Potomac, saying there was a strong need
for a middle option in that high school com-
munity, said School Board Member Dan
Storck (Mount Vernon.)

“West Potomac is one of the few AP

A Question of Honor — and Reduced Choices
Families advocate for honors in addition to AP classes.
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Chester
Huynh

Chester Huynh,
Monica Vroomen
and Demetria
Webb.

News

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

T
he Penn Daw Shopping
Center has seen better
days. The run-down

parking lot of the Shoppers
Food Warehouse isn’t what it
used to be now that the Wal-
Mart opened across the street.
And the crazy quilt of intersect-
ing roads poses a safety hazard
for motorists and pedestrians
alike. That’s why developer
Combined Properties submitted
an area plan review nomination
to redevelop the property in the
near future.

But Lee District Supervisor
Jeff McKay wasn’t having it.

He thought the Combined
Properties nomination was too
short sighted, considering only
the shopping center property
without taking into account ad-
jacent parcels. There’s another
shopping center nearby as well
as some vacant and blighted

land, both of which he said should
be part of the planning process.
Failing to include them would
have created what McKay called
“spot zoning.” As a result, the su-
pervisor said, the planning docu-
ment presented by Combined
Properties “didn’t pass the eco-
nomic smell test.”

“I’m not going to sit by and let
this shopping center die on the
vine,” said McKay, who appointed
a task force to investigate. “I don’t
want the plan to reflect only what
the residents want or only what
the developers want. It’s got to be
a compromise if this is going to
work.”

McKay said that compromise is
going to lean on the development
community to redesign the flawed
intersection. The supervisor said
he doesn’t want to “sit around and
watch my hair go gray” waiting for
the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation to fix the problem. The
issue has taken an increased sig-
nificance now that the Wal-Mart

on the other side of the Richmond
Highway has created a situation
that has frustrated many motor-
ists.

“Our officers have observed that
traffic from the left turn lane does
back up into the left lane of Route
1,” said Lt. Mike Wall of the Mount
Vernon District Station. “Having
cars stopped in traffic can be dan-
gerous, but I wouldn’t say it’s any-
thing out of the ordinary for the
driving public.”

Instead of waiting for VDOT to
pay for redesigning the three-way
intersection, McKay was to per-
suade his fellow members of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors to remove this property from
the APR nomination process and
launch a special study. When it’s
all said and done, McKay said, he
hopes he’ll be able to create a plan-
ning document that takes into ac-
count the infrastructure needs of
the redevelopment. That would be
a drastic departure from the failed
planning that took place across the

street at Kings Crossing, where
cars clog the southbound lane out-
side a new Wal-Mart. Instead of
waiting for VDOT to fund improve-
ments, developers would be ex-
pected to pick up the tab.

“VDOT has about 350,000 fewer
employees than it did when I was
first elected,” said Del. Mark Sick-
les (D-43), who was first elected
in 2003. “We haven’t given them
a real infusion of money in the last
25 years.”

Now the shopping center is at
somewhat of a crossroads — liter-
ally and figuratively. It’s difficult

for it to survive in its current
form, and development pres-
sures are driven in part by the
location’s proximity to a nearby
Metro station. That’s why
McKay is so interested in mak-
ing sure residents and develop-
ers are both able to work to-
ward a solution.

“We want this plan to be
something that everybody is
going to agree to,” he said. “And
I think this is something that
we’ll be able to do with other
properties along the Richmond
Highway corridor.”

A developer is proposing a redevelopment plan for the
Penn Daw shopping center.

Other Side of the Street
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Bringing Dance and Film Together
West Potomac Academy Professional Television Production and

Dance students collaborated to produce a film festival and dance
performance, “It’s Personal,” on May 12 and 13 in the West
Potomac High School auditorium. Films produced by the Profes-
sional TV Production students for “It’s Personal” were based on
life-changing events, decisions, and occurrences that happen
daily and send people on different pathways in life. The theme
also drove the dance choreography. All films and choreography
contained shared elements such as a common line of dialogue,
prop, and location relating to the theme.

The film festival and dance concert combined production was
under the direction of Professional TV Production instructor
Nancy Mantelli and Dance instructor Courtney Betzel.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

Katie McCarn

Monica
Vroomen

India Spears and
Anna Schwabacher

Supervisor McKay calls on developers to pay for
transportation infrastructure opposite Kings Crossing.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria $374,500
Everything’s done! Amazing renovation. 3 BR, 1.5 BA, 2-level
town house in Fairlington Towne with everything at your
fingertips. Gleaming floors. Stainless steel. Updated baths. Patio.
Walk to Starbucks. 3751 Jason Avenue

Julie F. Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria/
Del Ray

$599,900
4 BR/2 BA
Investor’s Delight!
Detached home
with two units—live
in one and rent the
other. Two-car
garage and
additional off-street
parking, close to
Metro in Del Ray
neighborhood.

207 Nelson
Avenue East
Gretchen

Wilkinson
703-597-8089

Alexandria/
Del Ray

$479,900
2 BR/2 BA Move-in
ready town house
with open kitchen,
hardwood floors,
contemporary baths.
Fully finished
spacious lower level,
recessed lighting,
and walkout to yard
with deck perfect for
BBQ’s.

510 Howell
Avenue East
Gretchen

Wilkinson
703-597-8089

Alexandria
$599,000

Beautiful Cheswicke
model w/3-lvl bump-
out. 4 BR, 31⁄2 BA.
Hdwd floors
throughout the main
level. Outstanding
kitchen w/Silestone
counters and marble
tile backsplash. Deck
and walk-out lower
level patio back to the
3-acre community
pond. Just blocks to
Huntington Metro.

5595 Governors
Pond Circle
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964

Alexandria
$719,000

Blocks to King Street!
Charming brick patio
doubles as possible off-
st. parking (curb cut).
Updated kitchen & baths,
wood floors throughout,
2 FPs. Located near
Historic Civil War-Era RR
Tunnel. Near Mt. Vernon
Bike Trail. Freshly
painted in/out. Shows
well. Wonderful light,
plantation shutters,
recessed lighting and
built-ins.

501 South
Royal Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex./Old Town
$719,000

Extra-deep TH in the
heart of Old Town. Truly
spacious/finished on all
3 Lvls. Wood floors, 3
FPs, skylights, kitchen/
FR open onto brick
walled patio garden via
double French doors.
Large owners suite
w/walk-in cedar closet.
MBA with cathedral
ceiling & skylight. Off-st.
parking for 2. No HOA.
Steps to transportation,
cafés, shops &
restaurants.
720 Gibbon Street
Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Lorton $899,900
The Compton model w/over 7,000 sq ft of luxurious living. 5/6 BR, 41⁄2 BA.
Main level master suite with 2 walk-in closets. 2-story Grand Room, Gourmet
kitch/morning rm w/2-sided FP. Expansive deck & patio backing to wooded
common area. 8721 Bitterroot Court

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alex./Rosemont $1,185,000
Beautifully expanded 4 BR, 4.5 BA colonial w/attached garage just a few
blocks from King St. METRO, shops & restaurants in Old Town! Spacious
rooms, 2 staircases, FP, and lovely yard with private brick courtyard for
outdoor entertaining! 400 Russell Road

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria/Del Ray $689,000
Enjoy Del Ray Living! Charming 3 BR, 2 BA Bungalow with 2
finished lvls. Updated throughout with a new gourmet kitchen.
Beautifully landscaped yard with new patios, stone walkways and
off-street parking. 16 West Wyatt Ave

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alex./Rosemont $899,900
Lovely 4 BR, 3 BA colonial with 3 finished levels just a few blocks from the
King St. METRO, shops and restaurants in Old Town. Light-filled rooms and
many recent updates including new kitchen, baths, and windows…super
quiet! Off-Street Parking.

304 Russell Road
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $289,900
Move right in! Pristine views of trees and open space. Lightly
lived in—amazingly cared for. 2 BR, 2 BA. Washer/dryer.
Upgraded baths. Walk to Van Dorn Metro. New carpet, paint,
tile floors. 5916 Founders Hill Dr #202

Julie F. Hall 703-786-3634
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Alexandria
$599,000

Convenient
Governors Hill
featuring 4 BR, 31⁄2 BA
w/3-level bump-out.
Hdwd floors on the
main level & 2 FPs.
The kitchen incl.
Corian counters &
custom tile back-
splash. Deck off the
main level & walk-out
to a brick patio, both
w/great views. Just
blocks to Huntington
Metro.

3352 Wilton
Crest Court
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964
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For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Woodland  $599,000
3232 Woodland Lane

Lovely 5 bedroom , 3.5 bath home on a
spectacular .48 wooded lot in prestigious
Woodland Park.  Stunning sun room addi-
tion in 2006.  Cherry cabinets & corian
counters in large remodeled kitchen and
updated baths, freshly painted interior

and newer energy efficient replacement windows.  Spacious double carport with
ample storage. Community boat ramp for water access.  5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to
Metro & Old Town, 25 to Natl Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C.

Alex./Westgate $624,900
9010 Volunteer Drive

Beautiful traditional colonial w/2 car
side garage in fabulous Mt. Vernon
location. It is classy! Over .5 acre
landscaped corner lot. Stunning sun-
room addition. Hardwood flrs main &
upper levels. Family rm w/gas FP off

kit. Wood FP in living rm. Lovely kitchen w/corian counters & large picture
window facing scenic backyard. Sweet front porch. Large unfin bsmt: ample
storage.

Alexandria
Hollin Hall Village $514,900

1501 Alexandria Avenue
Beautiful 4BR, 3BA Brick, Split level
home in Hollin Hall (Waynewood
Elementary) w/lovely landscaping. Vaulted
ceiling in living and dining areas.
Spacious rooms, solid construction,

replacement windows, wood floors on 2 levels, two fireplaces.  Lower level walks
out thru French doors to extensive ground decking and patio in backyard. Ideal for
entertaining. Well-maintained inside and out. This is a great value!

Alexandria/Wessynton $825,000
3003 Doeg Indian Court

Stunning 5BR, 3BA, 2 Level
Rambler with WATERFRONT in
prestigious Wessynton. Loaded
with updates: roof, HVAC sys-
tem, baths, kitchen, windows,
refinished hardwood floors, elec-

tric panel, plus 2 gas FPLs and a garage. Perfect! At $825,000 the
best price you’ll find for a waterfront property in Mt. Vernon. 5
mins to Ft. Belvoir! Don’t miss this-call Rex for Details!

Alex/Mt. Vernon $519,900
8505 Wagon Wheel Road

Riverside Estates
Large beautifully updated 5BR, 3BA split
w/2car garage. Spectacularly remodeled
kitchen w/bump out, hdwd floors, gran-
ite, SS appliances, new cabinets, and
recessed lights. 3 remodeled baths.

Stunning two-tiered decks over look a brick patio, terraced back yard and privacy
fence. Front yard is beautiful landscaped! Wonderful neighborhood.
5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Old Town, 35 to Ntl Airport/Pentagon/D.C.

Alex/Southwood $599,900
9011 Nomini Lane

Large stunning 5BR, 3BA split w/ over-
sized 2 car garage. Updated from top to
bottom: kitchen, baths, windows, main-
tenance free exterior & freshly painted
interior. Large bedrooms plus in-law
suite on lower level. Professionally land-

scaped yard. Huge, warm & cozy sunroom & family room for entertaining. 2 wood
burning FPLs. Premium location: 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Metro & Old
Town, 25 to National Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon & D.C. This is a GEM!

Alex/Hollindale $568,500
1908 Shannon Court

Stunning 4 level brick split w/garage on a
lovely cul-de-sac backing to the privacy of

woods.  Meticulous 5BR, 3BA home
w/updated kitchen & baths, replacement
energy efficient windows& family room
w/gas fireplace.  Lower level has game

room w/conveying pool table & beautiful wet bar.  Lovely screened porch & deck
overlook a private & serene setting backing to woods.  Great location: 3 mins to GW

Pkwy, 8 mins to Old Town (N) and 10 mins to Ft. Belvoir (S).  This is a Gem!!
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From Page 1

Education●Learning●Fun

See Fighting,  Page 6

10th, 11th, and 12th grades in Calculus, English,
and Social Studies. Without the middle tier honors
program, a student who does not qualify or was un-
successful in an AP class would have to enroll in the
General Education program instead of an Honors
course. The middle tier or college prep courses would
no longer be an option for a student. This policy
change remains in force.

Real World, Real Grades’ efforts in objecting to the
curricula change resulted in the formation, by the
principal, of two study groups; one for assessment
and learning review, and the other called advanced
academics review. Van Dyck is skeptical that these
study groups are delaying tactics. She asked: “Where
is the data to support the change to a two tier sys-
tem and how do these school-based study groups
qualify to recommend changes that are system-wide
in scope?”

Since the study groups were formed, Real World,
Real Grades changed its name to Restore Honors
Courses (RHC) and are now building change not only
among West Potomac parents but county-wide. RHC
recently was successful in crafting and mobilizing
support for a West Potomac PTA resolution which
calls on the school system to restore the Honors
courses at West Potomac. In addition, they were able
to receive the support of the W.T. Woodson High

School parent group which passed a similar resolu-
tion. Four other high school parent groups have the
restore honors courses resolution under active con-
sideration: Langley, McLean, Herndon and Chantilly.
Numerous other schools are considering the Honors
issue, according to Van Dyck.

What was the defining moment or event
when you decided to pursue restoration of
the honors curriculum?

Van Dyck: When my request for written justifica-
tion (data and rationale) went unanswered, despite
repeated attempts. I wrote to the principal (Cliff
Hardison), the Cluster 4 Superintendent (Scott
Brabrand), the Superintendent (Jack Dale), and the
Mount Vernon School Board member Dan Storck.
None of the responses, in those instances when they
answered, provided justification to support the de-
cision, and this continues today. In addition, when
we requested information on the policy change the
school system insisted on charging our group a fee
of $2,000 pursuant to a policy which allows them to
charge a fee under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA). We declined to pay the fee since it is infor-
mation which should be readily available to taxpay-
ing parents.

Profile
KATE VAN DYCK
Age: 57
Education: Dual bachelor’s degrees in education and special

education, University of Maryland. Master’s degree in
special education, Johns Hopkins University

Current Employment: Early Intervention Teacher, Prince
Georges County Public Schools.

Marital Status: Married to Chuck Van Dyck. Two children:
Jenna and Ben.

Kate Van Dyck is the
founding member of
the Restore Honors
Courses Parent Group.

Fighting for Honors Courses
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

From Page 5

Education●Learning●Fun

See Van Dyck,  Page 7

What successes can you point to since
your Real World, Real Grades, and your
newly constituted organization, Restore
Honors Courses (RHC) was formed?

Van Dyck: In addition to eliminating the new grad-
ing and cheating policies we can point to the fol-
lowing so far:

❖ The Restore Honors Courses (RHC) organiza-
tion is now a county-wide organization; four other
high school parent groups are moving in the direc-
tion to pass resolutions to restore honors courses.
Several others are considering our position to re-
store the honors courses.

❖ Active participation and networking of approxi-
mately 300 West Potomac parents in our RHC group.

❖ Joint participation with a county-wide organi-
zation, Fair Grades, in the development of a county-
wide online petition drive to restore and add Hon-
ors courses. Fair Grades has approximately 8,000
members on their ListServe. They are also linked to
an even larger parent and teacher group, the Fairfax
Education Coalition. So, the active support and part-
nership with these county-wide organizations is a
significant accomplishment for our RHC organiza-
tion.

❖ Agreement by the School Board to schedule a
July, 2011 work session on the Honors policy. How-
ever, we are unhappy about the July 18 schedule
date because, even if the Board agreed to restore

honors courses, July 18 would be too late to be re-
flected in the curricula design and teacher assign-
ments for next fall. The Superintendent, with the
acquiescence of the School Board, has unfairly de-
layed addressing this issue in time to have an impact
on the 2011-12 school year. It is a shameful example
of failed leadership. If the honors courses are not re-
stored soon it will prevent students’ from enrolling
in honors courses in the fall. We are working to move
up the work session date.

What are the next steps for your group?
Van Dyck: Jointly work with Fair Grades to circu-

late and promote the online petition drive county-
wide to restore and add honors courses. Also, here
in Mount Vernon we will establish a School Board
candidate endorsement process. Our motto in this
election year is public support for the restoration of
honors courses or no support for election. We will be
announcing the candidate endorsement process in
the weeks ahead, once we know who the candidates
will be for Mount Vernon District School Board mem-
ber and the candidates for At-Large School Board
member. We want the candidates who receive our
endorsement to agree to sponsor a resolution for the
School Board to restore or add honors courses to West
Potomac High School and throughout the school sys-
tem.

Fighting for Honors Courses
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• Replace with Original 400 SERIES Andersen Windows
• Entire Window Frame, Sill & Trim Replacement
• Tilt-Easy Cleaning • High-Performing Glass
• Maintenance-Free Fibrex Sills • Grille Options Available

Andersen Warranty • Professional Installation • Free Estimate

POST BUILDERS, INC
703-780-1051

Come home to Andersen©

NAT-67980-1

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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See Fighting,  Page 10

Despite your efforts it is possible
you may not be successful in
restoring honors courses at West
Potomac High School before your
daughter, who is now a junior,
graduates. Will you continue to
fight the honors issue after she
leaves WPHS?

Van Dyck: Yes, I will definitely continue,
if it doesn’t get restored this fall. My son is
a freshman and he has several more years
to take honors courses. In addition, as a
parent and a teacher, for me it is a matter
of ethics to do the right thing for my chil-
dren and for future generations. Our chil-
dren should not be made a pawn to pursue
a highly questionable strategy without the
basis for it among academia, and common
sense parent groups nationwide. What is at
stake is the quality of education for the
majority of students attending Fairfax

County public schools. The School Board
has abdicated its role as an advocate for the
best interests of our children. I am reminded
of the statement by one education re-
searcher who said, and I quote, “High hopes
and good intention are rarely in short sup-
ply in public policy. They are never suffi-
cient to get bad policy to yield good results.”
— Paul Peterson, 1998, Education Week.

Eliminating the honors program
seems to me to be a fundamental
change in education policy for one
of the largest school systems in the
nation. When did the School Board
approve the policy change, and
what was the vote?

Van Dyck: Amazingly, the School Board
never publicly debated and did not vote on
the policy change. Again, it appears as if
the Superintendent and his leadership team
decided, for reasons one can only specu-
late about, that it was necessary to accom-

plish certain goals known only to them, and
went ahead without any public debate, and
apparently without any research or survey
data or rationale to support it. I can only
conclude that the School Board basically
abdicated its authority and role as an ad-
vocate for the children and parents it serves
and yielded to the Superintendent’s admin-
istrative authority.

Is there anything else you would
like to add?

Van Dyck: I began this effort on behalf of
my own two children. But now I believe this
effort, if we are successful, will definitely
benefit all children. Common sense tells us
that children need to have multiple learn-
ing options to better meet their needs in
different subjects in order to be successful
learners. Also, research tells us that limit-
ing those options does not close the achieve

Van Dyck: Restore Honors Courses at West Potomac
Honors Resolution

The West Potomac High School PTSA
passed the following resolution urging the
restoration of the honors courses to the
curricula:

Resolved, that the West Potomac HS
PTSA … requests the FCPS School Board
take the steps necessary to restore and /or
establish honors level courses for Calculus,
English 11 and 12; and Social Studies 10,
11, and 12; and be it further resolved that:

1. Said restored/established courses
shall meet the academic rigor needed to
prepare career and college-bound
students, offer a real continuum of
learning achievement levels and be open
to all students looking for academic rigor
in their areas of strength; and

2. In acknowledgement of the rigor and
higher academic achievement standards
for Honors courses shall carry an extra
half grade point as established by the
current grading scale of FCPS.

3. FCPS School Board shall establish
benchmarks for Honors courses. The
establishment of benchmarks shall not
delay the restoration of Honors courses.
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W
hile images of most natural
emergencies — hurricanes,
floods, tornadoes — seem re-
mote from the D.C. suburbs,

last month more than a dozen tornadoes
touched down in our area.

Many households in our area have suffered
through multiple-day power outages related
to snowstorms and thunderstorms.

Virginia’s annual hurricane pre-
paredness sales tax holiday is next
week, May 25-31, 2011. During this
seven-day period, purchases of “hurricane and
emergency preparedness equipment” will be
exempt from the Virginia sales tax.

As long as they cost $60 or less each, items
including batteries, flashlights, tarps, rope,
duct tape, smoke detectors, fire extinguishers,
bottled water, first aid kits, and many others,

will be tax-free. Portable generators priced at
$1,000 or less are also included.

This is one of three tax holidays in Virginia;
a three-day sales tax holiday for school sup-
plies and clothing begins on the first Friday in
August, and the four-day holiday for Energy
Star qualified products is in mid-October.

For good information on emergency prepa-
ration, see www.readyvirginia.gov; for
details on the sales tax holidays, see
www.tax.virginia.gov.

Father’s Day Photo
Gallery, and More

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 19, and once
again the Gazette will publish a gallery of
Father’s Day photos.

Send in photos in jpeg format as soon as
possible, including the full names of all the
people in the picture, hometowns, the approxi-
mate date and location the picture was taken,
the ages of the children and sentence or two
about the people and/or event.

PROMS AND … While Gazette photographers
and writers will likely attend some proms as
schedules permit, we also urge parents and
students to document their proms (or alterna-
tive activities) and send in photos in jpeg for-
mat, and also including who, what, where,
when and why.

We’re also interested in other events at your
school, church, synagogue or mosque, mile-
stone events, etc.

Email photos to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

Reminder on Emergency Preparedness

Editorials

2:25 p.m., May 11: West Potomac High School Varsity Softball team
repaints the school rock in honor of senior night at the game.Snapshot
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Drivers as
Bad as Traffic
To the Editor:

Traffic is constantly increasing
especially on roads like Route 1.
Some drivers practice the follow-
ing rules of the road. Do they seem
familiar?

❖ Don’t signal when changing
lanes or turning - keep drivers
guessing.

❖ Ignore stop and yield signs  -
why wait?

❖ Straddle and hog lanes - give
yourself plenty of room

❖ When lanes are blocked, drive
on shoulders of road it helps beat
the rush.

❖ Swing wide before turning-

avoid hitting curb.
❖ Always ride bumper of car

ahead to make drivers go faster.
❖ Dash into oncoming traffic so

you can make a turn at the next
block at corner or intersection.

❖ Don’t slow down before stop-
ping – slam brakes to shake-up
driver behind you.

❖ When traffic light shows am-
ber, don’t stop but pull into inter-
section and then stop - block traf-
fic that’s the idea.

❖ Always drive slowly in travel
lanes, don’t worry about speed
limits or those that want to pass.
Be a convoy leader or self-ap-
pointed policeman.

❖ Why be courteous to other
drivers - you have as much right
on the road as they do.

❖ When windows are covered
with frost, only one or two small
peep holes are needed for ad-
equate visibility.

❖ When the car in front of you
uses a signal to change to your
lane, blow the horn and step on
the gas. Don’t let the car in because
you will lose one car length.

❖ When exiting, cross one or
two lanes to make sure that other
drivers are alert.

Obviously none of these rules
promote safe driving. Always be
courteous and obey traffic laws
and make driving a pleasure and
safe for everyone.

Frank Medico
Mount Vernon

Letters to the Editor

Illegal Posting
Of Signs
To the Editor:

This is a response to the pub-
lished letter to the editor in the
May 5 issue of the Mount Vernon
Gazette. The author of the letter
urges a ban on roadside signs on
public property. Such a law does
exist. According to the Virginia
Code All signs are illegal in the
right of way unless they are VDOT
signs. But as I understand it, little
is done to actually enforce the
laws.

In 2007 I wrote a letter to a lo-
cal paper that was published. In it
I thanked Mount Vernon Supervi-
sor Gerry Hyland for organizing
the picking up of these illegal signs
along Route 1. As far as I know
the illegal signs would be 15 feet
from the middle of the road, or
look the other way 15 feet from
the edge of the roadside. The is-
lands at crossroads count in this
regard. On a given day one sees
perhaps 5-10-15, signs at Belle
View Boulevard or at the island off
Fort Hunt Road and Sherwood
Hall Lane. When I wrote the piece
about roadside signs the fine was
$100 per illegal sign. I sometimes
think when I see those dozen or
more signs what they could mean
as monies for the county. In a given
day it might mean many thou-
sands of dollars. This is an issue
that comes up frequently with su-
pervisor, and there has been little
progress in having the county take
a stand against illegal signs.

If you are a member of the
Adopt-A-Highway program you
can remove them during a
cleanup. You can call VDOT or the
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sign. But you may recall a man
who removed signs in his neigh-
borhood and he was fined. It ad-
vised not to remove them as
people have been arrested and
prosecuted for taking up signs.
Once there is clearance from that
15 feet from the center of a road-
way the area can be private prop-
erty. Then there must be permis-
sion of any owner to erect signs.
But no permits are issued to road-
side signs according to conversa-
tions with VDOT, but rules could
have changed. While political
signs are allowed during election
time there actually are rules and
regs for them. When I saw 20 huge
signs for the same candidate at one
corner, my husband and I decided
not to vote for that person

Why not a task force of citizens
and county agencies to work with
this situation? How about plant-
ing low care wildflowers or peren-
nials at those corner bits of land,
as I have seen in Europe?

Nancy Ford-Kohne
Alexandria

Investing
In Students
To the Editor:

Jason Pittman’s well-deserved

At Hollin Meadows, as at so
many of our community’s schools,
budget shortfalls in recent years
have forced cutbacks of highly suc-
cessful programs. Fortunately,
Hollin Meadows has put off the
cuts thanks to an outpouring of
community donations to help
maintain their programs. But the
fact that parents have to put so
much effort into maintaining an
academic program that is working
(and is relatively inexpensive)
forces us to question the way we

prioritize science and math edu-
cation in our school funding as a
state. Parents should not have to
raise $100,000 a year to support
a public school program with
proven results. Programs like the
one at Hollin Meadows should not
be unique, they should be every-
where. Hands-on science educa-
tion helps students achieve and it
helps prepare them for the future.
That is the kind of investment we
should find a way to support.

It seems everywhere we look,

there is talk about the importance
of science and math education,
specifically in middle or high
school. At the recent Virginia
Board of Education retreat, science
education in middle and high
school was a priority topic. Busi-
ness leaders focus programs on
high schools so that graduates are
ready for technical jobs, and poli-
ticians focus on high school be-
cause it seems like the logical place

international award for teaching
science at Hollin Meadows school
reaffirms the importance of sci-
ence education. And it also re-
minds us that young kids can and
should learn science; they just
need great teachers and engaging,
hands-on programs.

Walk through Hollin Meadows
Elementary School in Fairfax
County, and you’ll see the walls
covered with pictures and details
about student science projects and
their outdoor gardens. Walk
around outside and you’ll see gar-
dens, trees, solar powered equip-
ment and students getting their
hands dirty, measuring, digging,
planning, taking notes and asking
questions about all of it.

The school is attracting national
attention — including a visit from
Michelle Obama —for this hands-
on program that includes a learn-
ing garden and talented science
and math coordinators. Educators
at Hollin Meadows have narrowed
achievement gaps between eco-
nomically disadvantaged and
more affluent students over a short
number of years, and reading and
math scores have gone up.

There’s only one problem: Sus-
taining this success has been a
huge chore. It shouldn’t be this
way.
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ment gap, reduce the drop-out rate, or
promote successful learning. So, why is our
public school system eliminating the middle
tier courses? Not one administrator up to
and including the Superintendent has given
us any written rationale that supports this
sweeping education policy change. They are
stonewalling us, perhaps in the hope that
we will tire of the issue and go away. We
are not. Most school systems elsewhere in

the U.S. offer three or more learning tiers
to best meet the varied needs of their stu-
dents. Our children rely on us to look out
for their well-being. Neglecting the learn-
ing needs of the majority of students in our
public schools is morally and educationally
wrong. And that is why I and a growing
number of other parents, teachers, and oth-
ers who understand what is at stake with
this issue and care about what is happen-
ing in our school system vow to restore or
add Honors courses.

Fighting for Honors Courses

The K-Kids Club at
Stratford Landing
Elementary School
sponsored by the
Mount Vernon
Kiwanis Club raised
$2,798.98 over
three weeks for the
Pennies For Patients
project.  This is a
Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society
project where
students donate their spare change to fund blood cancer research and
patient aid programs.  The K-Kids present a symbolic check to Emily
Hansen of the society.

Pennies
For Patients
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Wake up and
smell the coffee

Now selling gourmet
coffee by the cup

and by the pound - freshly
ground or whole bean

Featuring:
Espresso & Cappuccino

and, as always, the BEST
SANDWICHES in town

Belle View Shopping Center
1522 Belle View Blvd.
Alexandria, VA 22307

(703) 765-7575

NOW OPEN MORNINGS
 7:00 am M-F

for Coffee and Breakfast
Seating Now Available

Montebello
Fairfax County’s Best Keep Secret?

Montebello Marketing Incorporated
703-548-5958         800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
www.MontebelloMarketing.com

Currently Offered
4 Bedrooms, 3 baths,
one garage parking

-$630,000

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia
Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143
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schools that has not had all of their hon-
ors classes phased out,” said Storck.

There are several other county high
schools without AP programs that still of-
fer honors courses to juniors and seniors.

Those campuses that only have Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) courses, like
Mount Vernon High School, still have hon-
ors English and history in the upper grades.
According to the school system, it kept hon-
ors courses at these schools because no IB
equivalent exists for many classes, like U.S.
Government and U.S. History.

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology also offers honors courses
to upper classmen, despite having a robust
AP program.

PARENTS SAID they would like a “middle
option” for students who don’t have an in-
terest in or are not prepared to take AP
English or history classes, which are sup-
posed to be the equivalent of college-level
courses.

“The honors curriculum exists at Thomas
Jefferson. It wouldn’t be that difficult to
implement in other high schools. Don’t you
think there is a difference between college-
level work and college preparatory work?”

said Michelle Menapace, former head of the
Fairfax County Council of PTAs and a
Hayfield Secondary School parent.

According to FAIRGRADE, students fail
roughly 30 percent of AP exams taken at
the county’s base high schools. That statis-
tic alone proves that many students might
be better suited to honor classes, rather than
a more advanced AP course, for certain sub-
jects, said Megan McLaughlin, one of the
founders of FAIRGRADE.

Parents are also concerned about high-
achieving students being pushed to take too
many AP classes, which tend to be very de-
manding. Students who are already enrolled
three or four other AP courses shouldn’t feel
pressured to take AP English or history, sim-
ply because there is no honors option.

“Montgomery County, Loudoun County
and Howard County all have honors, gen-
eral ed and AP classes for students in the
upper grades,” said McLaughlin.

THERE IS an incentive for Fairfax County
Public Schools to pull back on its honors
program if it means more students enroll
in AP courses as juniors and seniors.

The U.S. News and World Report annual
“best high school” rankings are based on
how many AP and IB exams  are taken per
student. In other words, the more exams

each student takes, the higher their high
school will appear in the rankings.

Oddly, the outcome of the exams is not a
factor in the school’s overall placement on
the list. Having students who sit for the AP
and IB exams they don’t pass doesn’t have
a negative impact on a school’s ranking.

Fairfax County high schools tend to place
very well in the U.S. News and World Re-
port list every year. Several schools make
the list of “Top 100 High Schools” in the
country and all are typically ranked among
the top 500 high schools.

To the extent that honors classes may
draw students out of AP courses, it could
hurt local high schools ranking on this in-
fluential list and perhaps affect the school
system’s reputation more broadly.

But an expansion of honors courses would
not be without its benefits for individual
students.

Students receive an extra half-point bump
in their grade point average [GPA] for hon-
ors classes in addition to a full-point bump
for AP and IB classes. So, for example, a B
in a regular class would be factored into a
student’s GPA as a 3.0. but as a 3.5 in an
honors class. In an AP or IB class, the B gets
factored in as a 4.0 for GPA purposes.

Weighted grading for honors courses is a
fairly new concept in Fairfax County and,

when the school system started phasing out
honors courses in the upper grades a few
years ago, this GPA bump did not exist.

Part of the impetus for bringing back more
honors classes for juniors and seniors now
could be coming from families who think
the honors bump in grades could have a
large impact on their children’s overall GPA,
said Storck.

STORCK said he supports adding more
honors coursework back into the curricu-
lum, though he would take a slightly dif-
ferent approach than the one parents have
been advocating.

Instead of creating separate honors
classes for 11th and 12 graders, Storck
would like to give students the option of
doing an extra project or thesis on top of
the general education classwork. Those jun-
iors and seniors who completed this extra
assignment would then be given the extra
GPA bump, as if they had taken an honors-
level class.

“I want to put together an honors pro-
gram that kids can elect into. On top of
doing the work for a general education
class, they would also complete a special
program or thesis paper over the course of
the year to earn the extra weight,” said
Storck.

A Question of Honor — and Reduced Choices
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Julia and Tommy Avent
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-525-4993
www.juliaavent.com

3909 Quisenberry, Alexandria, VA 22309
3 to 4 bedroom, 3.5
bath colonial with 2
car garage remodeled
from top to bottom.
Newer Stainless steel
appliances, family
room off kitchen with
fireplace, large fenced
yard and great deck.
Open 1 to 4 Sunday
May 22, 2011.

For more information and photos go to www.juliaavent.com
S on GW PWKY from Old Town, R at light onto Old Mt. Vernon RD, L on Nails, R on Pram, L on Quisenberry
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By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

D
id you know that many Rich-
mond Highway businesses are
using and selling sustainable
products every day?

Did you know that The National Trust for
Historic Preservation and the Arcadia Cen-
ter for Sustainable Food and Agriculture are
returning more than 100 acres of the
Woodlawn property to sustainable farming
and growing vegetable for use in local res-
taurants?

Did you also know that there are LEED
certified homes and businesses on Rich-
mond Highway — with more on the way?

Join friends and neighbors to learn about
these facts and more at the first annual
Green-way on the Highway — an event that
will showcase not only the Arcadia Center,
but also the local businesses that are mak-
ing the commitment to create a sustainable,
energy efficient and greener community.

Sponsored by the Southeast Fairfax De-
velopment Corporation (SFDC), Woodlawn
Plantation and Arcadia, this new commu-
nity festival will be held on Sunday, June 5
from noon to 4 p.m. at Woodlawn Planta-
tion. Admission is free and all are welcome.

Star Catering and local restaurants will
provide tastings of a variety of food. There
will be activities for children, and giveaways
and opportunities to win prizes.

Tours of Arcadia’s farm will be offered at
the Green-way on the Highway event.

Arcadia helps bridge the farm-to-con-
sumer gap by distributing fresh, locally-pro-
duced foods to the Washington, D.C. area.

Founded by Neighborhood Restaurant
Group co-owner Michael Babin, the Arcadia
Center for Sustainable Food & Agriculture
is a nonprofit organization that he created
in cooperation with the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.

“The Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food
& Agriculture will bring into the present day

the long history of experimental farming at
Woodlawn, from George Washington to the
mid-nineteenth century Quaker owners.
We’re delighted to have the opportunity to
work with the Center to further educational
programs about food and agriculture at
Woodlawn,” said David J. Brown, executive
vice president, National Trust.

Susan Hellman, deputy director at
Woodlawn Plantation, said that Arcadia is
leasing five acres from Woodlawn — an acre
of which is currently cultivated. They are
growing hops on clotheslines, brussel
sprouts, radishes, herbs and other spring
plants.

Maureen Moody is the farm director and
manages not only the planting, but also the
volunteer groups who provide their time to
work on the farm. “The hops are a peren-
nial plant that will provide a fun, living
garden for children to explore,” she said.

Pat Lutes, director of Arcadia, added that
the blossoms on the hops are very fragrant
and can also be used for potpourri.

Both Hellman and Laurie Ossman, direc-
tor, Woodlawn and Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Pope-Leighey House, are excited about this
new venture, and Hellman said, “It just
seemed to work so well — to bring the site
back to its true farming roots. It dovetails
with the Historic trust mission.”

Hellman said that in all, there are 126
acres, but not all of them are farmable. In
keeping with the sustainable effort, they
have tapped into the original well to water
the garden. They are also using compost
bins and have set up some bee hives.

Maintaining the garden has been a learn

Learning To Be Green
Green-way on the
Highway features
food and family fun.

Photo by Gale Curcio/The Gazette

Mint plants grow in containers at
the Arcadia Center.

Knowl-
edge
and
cour-
age
take
turns
at
great-
ness.
—Baltasar Gracián
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2011 University of Virginia
Acceptances By High School

The following data are based on information provided by the University of
Virginia’s Office of Institutional Assessment, Fairfax County Public Schools,
Arlington County Public Schools and the City of Alexandria.

Number of Number of Percentage of
School Students Seniors Seniors

Accepted (April 2011) Accepted
To UVa. To UVa.

Thomas Jefferson High School 223 425 52.4%

H.B. Woodlawn High School 16 93 17.2%

McLean High School 50  406 12.3%

James Madison High School 53 454 11.6%

South Lakes High School 37 357 10.3%

Marshall High School 25 286 8.7%

Lake Braddock Secondary School 51 588 8.7%

Langley High School 41 487 8.4%

Oakton High School 44 532 8.2%

Robinson Secondary School 50 624 8.0%

Fairfax High School 39 496 7.8%

Centreville High School 39 507 7.7%

Washington-Lee High School 33 431 7.6%

West Potomac High School 32 422 7.5%

Yorktown High School 31 444 6.9%

West Springfield High School 32 525 6.1%

South County Secondary School 25 442 5.6%

Chantilly High School 32 587 5.4%

Westfield High School 35 669 5.2%

Herndon High School 21 450 4.6%

T.C. Williams High School 29 632 4.5%

Lee High School 18 399 4.5%

Edison High School 16 370 4.3%

Annandale High School 23 557 4.1%

Wakefield High School 12 291 4.1%

Hayfield High School 16 443 3.6%

Mount Vernon High School 6 346 1.7%

Falls Church High School 5 300 1.6%

Stuart High School 0 305 0%

Woodson High School 0* 449 0%*

* The University of Virginia sent data to The Connection Newspapers that
indicated no students were accepted as freshman into its undergraduate program
from Woodson High School this year.  Members of the Woodson community have
said this is not the case, pointing to at least six students who have reported they
will attend the school in the fall.

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

S
arah Locke applied to
Howard University,
George Mason University
and a few other colleges.

In the end, however, she just
couldn’t see herself going any-
where besides The United States
Military Academy, better known as
West Point.

“I also looked into R.O.T.C or
enlisting but this seemed like a
better deal to me. I like the struc-
ture,” said Locke.

West Point is not for the faint of
heart. The academy is highly com-
petitive, with just a 12.65 percent
acceptance rate.

Out of the 1,300 people who
start out each academy class, only
1,000 or so will make it through
the four-year program, according
to its website.

Just 10 days after her gradua-
tion from high school, Locke will
have to report on June 27 for the
beginning of Cadet Basic Training
at West Point, also called “Beast
Barracks.”

Women tend to outnumber men
in higher education, but West
Point is an exception to that rule.
Females usually make up just 15
percent of the cadets in each class,
according to the academy’s
website.

Locke said she was inspired by
her mother, an African American
who was among the first 62
women to graduate from West
Point in 1980.

Pat Walker Locke was already in
the U.S. Army as an enlisted
solider when West Point opened its
doors to women in the late 1970s.
At the time, Pat Locke — who was
from inner city Detroit — had
never heard of West Point, but her
battalion leader had encouraged
her to apply for a slot at the school.

“There are more women there
now than when we were there …
and people are trying to help you
instead of keep you out,” said Pat
Locke, who is extremely pleased
to see her own daughter attend-
ing the service academy.

“She was so excited. She was
running around the house danc-
ing when I got the letter,” said Sa-
rah Locke, who attends Mount
Vernon High School.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA typi-
cally sends a large cohort of stu-
dents to the military service acad-
emies each year.

Virginia’s 11th congressional

district, which includes Fairfax and
Prince William counties, had 49
students accepted to academies in
2011, the most of any congres-
sional district in the country.
Virginia’s 10th congressional dis-
trict, which includes northern and
western Fairfax County, ranked
second in the number of students
attending military academies next
year.

Several of the students attend-
ing one of the academies next year
have a family connection to the
military already.

“I was influenced by my dad,
who is over in Iraq right now,” said
Jason Ko, a Robinson Secondary
School senior who will be attend-
ing West Point next year.

In Fairfax County, the number of
students attending service acad-
emies also appears to be on the
rise. In 2005, a total of 40 students
from Fairfax County Public
Schools attended the five acad-
emies. By 2009, that number had
increased to 54.

“That is just the kind of lifestyle
that is appealing to me,” said Lisa
Marie Junta, a Springfield resident
who is a senior at Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology.

Perhaps it shouldn’t be surpris-
ing that Northern Virginia high
school students interested in join-
ing the military would pursue a
career through a service academy
that provides a college education.

A much larger percentage of
Northern Virginia high school stu-
dents attend four-year colleges in

general. Last year, more than 60
percent of high school graduates
in Arlington and Fairfax counties
enrolled in four-year college pro-
grams, compared to just 46 per-
cent of Virginia high school gradu-
ates overall.

Graduates from the Fairfax
County Public Schools overwhelm-
ingly choose to go to school within
the commonwealth, which rivals
California as having the best pub-
lic higher education in the coun-
try. In 2009, 75 percent of Fairfax
high graduates attending college
choose to enroll in the Virginia
school, according to a school sys-
tem report.

U.S. News and World Report
regularly ranks the University of
Virginia and College of William &
Mary among the top 10 public
undergraduate programs in the
United States. The schools’ stellar
reputation has been double-edged
sword however, creating an in-
credibly competitive admissions
environment in which several
high-achieving Northern Virginia
students are vying for admission.

THIS YEAR, the University of Vir-
ginia saw record-breaking 24,005
applications for its freshman class.
William and Mary had 12,820 ap-
plications, according to a New
York Times database.

The commonwealth’s most pres-
tigious universities ended up with
similar admission rates of 32.2
percent and 34.6 percent respec-
tively. Private colleges such as
Carnegie Mellon (30.4 percent),

Connecticut College (31.5 per-
cent) and The George Washington
University (32 percent) have com-
parable admission rates.

Several well-regarded public
schools have higher admissions
rates including Georgia Tech (48
percent), University of Texas -
Austin (45.6 percent) and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin - Madison
(49.7 percent). A select few, like
UCLA (25.28 percent) and the
University of North Carolina -
Chapel Hill (29.2 percent), have

lower admission rates than the
most selective Virginia universi-
ties.

STILL, several Northern Virginia
families complain about their
children’s ability to get admitted
to the commonwealth’s top tier
schools. At three Fairfax high
schools, fewer than 10 students
were admitted to UVa. this year,
according to data released by the

Lake Braddock Secondary School senior Nicolas Lafasse
and Mount Vernon High School senior Sarah Locke will
start cadet basic training at the United States Military
Academy, otherwise known as West Point, next month.
Sarah is following in the footsteps of her mother, Pat
Walker Locke, who was in the first West Point graduating
class that included women.
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Students pursue college and careers after high school.
What The Future Holds
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Tues-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5,
Mon by appointment

SPRING KNITS
30% Off Now

Choose from Lia Molly, Rebecca
Taylor, and Laurie B Designs

130 South Union Street
Old Town Alexandria

571.970.6324

Sports•Art•Cooking•Drama•Travel•Academics•Nature•Science

Sign Up Now  •  703-548-4804  •  www.acdsnet.org

ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

GRADES K–9

FULL DAY 9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
Aftercare Available

ONE-WEEK SESSIONS
June 20–August 5

• American Girl
• Film & Photography
• Outdoor Adventure
• Ooey Gooey Science
• Bugs in the Backyard
• Microfinance for Kids
• Test Prep: SSAT & HSPT

ALEXANDRIA LIGHTING
& SUPPLY
701 North Henry St., Alexandria, VA

703-548-2320
www.alexandrialighting.com
Ample Free Parking

Open Monday - Friday
7:30 AM - 5:00PM

Saturday
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Closed Sundays

Is Celebrating

50 years!

We are offering 10% off our already
low prices in our Lighting Showroom

through the month of May

Find us on
Se
habla
español

Stop in and join us for Anniversary
Cake and a cup of coffee this

Thursday, Friday and Saturday

ALEXANDRIA
LIGHTING
& SUPPLY

Education

From Page 18

See Pursuing,  Page 20

university.
Yet UVa.’s own data also shows

that students applying from North-
ern Virginia localities were ac-
cepted at higher rate than average.
The school acceptance rate for
applications from Fairfax County
(45 percent), Arlington County
(43.1), City of Alexandria (40.1
percent) and the City of Fairfax
(39.5 percent) was much more
generous than the normal 32 per-
cent.

In fact, it is often the next tier
of Virginia public schools where
students face more trouble getting
accepted that than average appli-
cant.

For example in 2009, Fairfax
County Public Schools reported
that the school system’s graduates
were often accepted at a lower rate
than the average applicant to
George Mason University (59.5/
63.3), James Madison University
(50.2/59.3) and Virginia Tech
(51.1/66.7).

One reason that the Northern
Virginia community may perceive
a shortage of slots at the
commonwealth’s most selective
college, UVa., is because a large
share of the students admitted
come from one school, Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology.

Nearly 18 percent of all the stu-
dents admitted to UVa. from
Fairfax and Arlington this year at-
tend Thomas Jefferson. The uni-
versity accepted 223 Jefferson stu-
dents into its freshman class next
year, which is more than half of
the number of students in
Jefferson’s 425-person senior
class. The next largest cohort of
accepted students came from the
Maggie L. Walker Governor’s
School in Richmond, where 75
seniors were admitted. Madison
High School in Vienna was next,
with 53 students.

A fair number of Jefferson
graduates choose to attend UVa.
Ninety-three students in the 2010
freshman class came from
Jefferson, according to the univer-
sity.

But some parents believe
Jefferson students are also more
likely to get into other prestigious
schools that it is difficult for stu-
dents from base high schools to
access.

From 2005-2009, Fairfax
schools sent approximately 100 of
its students to Ivy League univer-
sities every year, less than one per

Pursuing
College
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Our Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8 AM - 8 PM Sat & Sun 8 AM - 6 PM

Doctors Express Mount Vernon
7609B Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22306

Phone: 703-347-9440 Fax: 703-347-9447

Quality, Quick & Convenient Medical Care
* On-site lab tests      * X-rays
* Prescriptions       * No appointments needed

We’re a state-of-the-art urgent care center with
professional medical staff on-site every day.

Doctors Express treats the following illnesses plus many more:

Traveling Abroad this Spring?
If you are traveling abroad, you may need certain vaccinations. We can let you know

which vaccinations you need and provide them to you right in our office.
Visit our travel section to learn more and fill out a no-obligation form to get started.

www.doctorsexpress.com/mountvernon
Owned and Operated by Dottie and Earl Reed

* Colds & Coughs
* Breaks & Sprains

* Infections
* Allergies

* Bites & Rashes
* Cuts & Burns

* Earaches, Fever
* Pediatric Illness

* Vomiting
* Aches & Pains
* Other Services

Please call 703-347-9440 or email
mtvernonteam@doctorsexpress.com

Our centers are open every day with extended hours.
No appointments are needed and we accept most insurance plans.

From Page 19

Education●Learning●Fun
Pursuing College, Careers

cent of the number of seniors than nor-
mally apply to college.

SEVERAL STUDENTS also decided a four-
year college is not the right choice for them,
even in a highly-educated community like
Northern Virginia.

Beth Clapsaddle is one of the 30 percent
of Fairfax County students that has decided
to pursue an associate’s degree instead of a
traditional four-year college. She has won
two scholarships to the New York Conser-
vatory for the Dramatic Arts, where most
of her classmates will either have already
attended college or worked professional in
the performing arts world already.

“I know it sounds silly but I really want
to be on Saturday Night Live. I want to be-
come part of Second City in Chicago,” said
Clapsaddle, who has been active in the the-
ater and music departments at West Spring-
field High School.

The New York City-based program will
take two years, during which Clapsaddle
will live on her own, since there are no stu-
dent dorms connected to the conservatory.

The high school senior said her parents
have been surprisingly supportive of her
decision to forego college, though it may
have helped that she landed a scholarship
to a well-known prestigious arts program.

“I told them that I would really be ex-
cited to go away to college,” she said.

THOUGH NORTHERN VIRGINIA has a
higher-than-average rate of students attend-
ing four-year and two-year college pro-
grams, there are also a fair number of stu-
dents for whom education stops after high
school.

“I want all kids who can excel to the high-
est level to get to highest level but not all
of our students are going to go to college,”
said School Board Member Brad Center
(Lee). Center said one of his own son’s is
considering going into automobile repair,
which would require some more school but
not college-level coursework.

“I do want all kids to get some kind of
education after k-12 but it doesn’t need to
be college,” said Center.

Yet students who are Black or Hispanic
in Northern Virginia are much more likely
to graduate high school with “no plans” for
further education — including trade school
or apprenticeship programs.

In Fairfax County, 11 percent of Hispanic
students and 7.3 percent of Black students
who graduate from high school have “no
plans” for pursuing higher education. His-
panic (26.5 percent) and Black (48.1 per-
cent) students are also far less likely to be
attending a four-year university or college.
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Eric Schaeffer Tells
Signature’s Story
Book recounts 20 years of Arlington theatre.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

W
hen Eric Schaeffer
and Donna Liard
(better known later

as Donna Migliaccio) sat down
over drinks one night in 1988,
lamenting the lack of profes-
sional theater in Arlington, they
set in motion a remarkable chain
of events which Schaeffer now
relates in a new book, “My Sig-
nature Story.” It was the birth of
Signature Theatre, which now
occupies not just a prominent
building in Shirlington but a
prominent place in the world of
American theater with a national
and even international reputa-
tion for quality professional pro-
ductions.

As Schaeffer tells it, “after
more than a few beers Donna
and I began batting around
about the idea of starting a pro-
fessional theatre in Arlington”
and “the idea still looked good
the morning after (not always
the case after a night of carous-
ing)” so he contacted the Arling-
ton County Cultural Affairs office
and received a positive recep-
tion.

The story of how their proposal
ended up 20 years later with Schaeffer
standing on the stage of Radio City Music
Hall accepting the Tony Award for the Out-
standing Regional Theatre in America is a
sprightly read and an object lesson both in
the value of Arlington County’s support for
the arts and the importance of dedication
and planning to go beyond what a govern-
ment program’s aid can provide.

Signature was one of Arlington’s first “Arts
Incubator” projects. That program, which
itself earned national recognition for its in-
novative approach to the mission of foster-
ing the development of the arts in the
county, provided space for Signature to per-
form in the former school library now
known as Theatre Two in the Gunston Arts
Center. With a rent that was based on the
box office receipts, if a show was a success
it paid more but if it wasn’t, the rent didn’t
bankrupt the theater company.

Schaeffer tells how they raised the money
to start the company and how they came
up with the name Signature Theatre. He
points out that this was before the now-also-
famous Signature Theatre in New York
chose the same name. He briefly laments
the fact that they incorporated under the
name, but didn’t trademark it.

There weren’t many things he laments,
however. He tells the story of how they out-
grew the space at Gunston and how the
search for their own space ended when he
stopped by a dilapidated old brick building

on South Four Mile Run Drive with broken
windows, peeling paint and water on the
floor where the rain came through the roof.
With the help of Dick Gomersall, the space
became what Signature fans long called
“The Garage.”

Schaeffer also tells how they finally out-
grew “The Garage,” and how their new two-
theatre space in Shirlington came about. It
is another interesting story of how Arling-
ton County’s support for the Arts spurs de-
velopments, but how much determination,
risk-taking and plain hard work it takes to
turn opportunity into success.

With a mixture of pride and astonishment,
he describes the new facility that now oc-
cupies the top stories above the county’s li-
brary in Shirlington. He tells of learning
how best to use the new spaces through
experience, revealing that small details had
big consequences. For example, the audi-
ence seating risers were the same eight-inch
rise as had been the case in “The Garage,”
but the new chairs were an inch-and-a-half
higher than the old, more uncomfortable
chairs. The difference threw the sightlines
off and people in the rear rows couldn’t see
action set on the floor level of the theater
during the opening show, “Into the Woods.”
They no longer stage shows with action di-
rectly on the floor for this reason.

He also reveals the reason for the unsat-
isfying sound quality after they had spent
over $1 million on acoustics for the two

spaces in the new building. It seems that
the acoustics were designed for both the
smaller theater called the ARK and the
larger one called the MAX to have hard-sur-
faced exposed steel for all the catwalks,
spotlight stations and light rigging, but that
the specifications had changed without any-
one involved with acoustics noticing.  Those
surfaces were coated with spray-on sound
proofing. Schaeffer goes on to say “We tried
to solve the problem in many ways, but in
the end we had to purchase an expensive

new soundboard and microphones.
I am hoping one day to win the
lottery so I can just rip all the
crappy soundproofing out of the
MAX and return it to the clean,
painted steel it was always in-
tended to be.”

Schaeffer limits himself in this
slender volume, written with the
help of former Signature Theatre
Board of Directors chair, Sarah
Valente, to telling the story prom-
ised by the title “My Signature
Story.” It isn’t an autobiography,
although he quickly sketches his
childhood in a few pages to set up
his arrival in Arlington and his in-
volvement with the community
theatre group, The Arlington Play-
ers, where he first got involved in
community theatre.

Schaeffer also only mentions in
passing his own burgeoning suc-
cess in the wider world of musical
theater both as a director with his
second show currently running on
Broadway, a world premiere to his
credit in London’s equivalent of
Broadway, the West End, and na-
tional tours. Nor does he go into
any detail on his role in the devel-
opment of new musicals beyond
that which takes place at Signa-
ture.

But a great deal does take place
at Signature and this book fills in some de-
tails which will fascinate those who saw or
heard about any of the company’s three
productions of “Sweeney Todd,” their string
of Sondheim musicals leading up to the
hosting of the annual Stephen Sondheim
Award, the glories of their productions of
the work of Kander and Ebb, such land-
marks as “110 In The Shade,” “Allegro,”
“The Witches of Eastwick” and “Les
Miserables.”

He gives an interesting account of the
development of “Glory Days” from the first
time its authors, James Gardiner and Nick
Blaemire — students in Schaeffer’s theatre
training program —  asked to play one of
their songs for him, through to the show’s
opening night on Broadway which turned
out to be its closing night as well.

The Signature story really deserves a
longer, more detailed, comprehensive tell-
ing. For now, however, it is good to have
this slender volume (Outskirts Press,
$15.95) that covers many of the highlights
in highly readable form. At 121 pages of
big type text, it is a quick but rewarding
read.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,
Washington and Maryland as well as Broad-
way and writes about theater for a number
of national magazines. He welcomes feedback
from those he writes about and those he writes
for. He can be reached at
brad.hathaway@verizon.net.

Eric Schaeffer

May 21 – “Life in Civil War Alexan-
dria: A 150th Commemorative Event”

  Discover how Alexandria was trans-
formed by the Civil War on the 150th
anniversary weekend of Alexandria’s occu-
pation by Federal troops! “Life in Civil War
Alexandria: A 150th Commemorative
Event,” a kick-off for Alexandria’s Civil War
Commemoration, will be held on from 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. in Old Town at Market
Square, 301 King Street. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org or call
703.746.4554.

May 21 – Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
Civil War Tours

  During the Civil War, this historic tavern
and City Hotel remained open for business,
attracting journalists and Union officers
alike because of the site’s famous connection
to George Washington. Now Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum, 134 North Royal Street, debuts
its new Civil War tour.  From 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. Visit www.gadsbystavern.org or call
703.746.4242. Free.

May 21 – New Civil War Tours of
the Apothecary

  On this afternoon, the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107
South Fairfax Street, is offering its new Civil
War tours for free! From 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.,
tour the Apothecary to learn why Mary
Leadbeater signed the Oath of Allegiance to
the Union, what popular remedies she sold
to both civilians and soldiers! Visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org or call
703.746.3852.

May 21 – “Spies and Scouts of the
Civil War” Family Festival

  When Union troops occupied Alexandria
on May 24, 1861, the citizens were forced
to choose sides. Loyalties were often divided
and those who sympathized with the South
had to live in an occupied city. Many people
became spies for both sides of the war, and
Carlyle House was a site known well to spies
Frank Stringfellow and Sarah Emma
Edmonds! Now families and children of all
ages are invited to join in on the action at
Carlyle House, 121 North Fairfax Street,
with activities from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Visit
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703.549.2997.

May 21 – Tours at R.E. Lee Camp
Hall Museum

  Commemorate the start of the War Be-
tween the States and the occupation of
Alexandria by touring the R.E. Lee Camp
Hall Museum, 806 Prince Street,
Alexandria’s only museum dedicated to the
local companies of the 17th Virginia Infan-
try. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission is
free, but donations are greatly appreciated.
Email relcamphall@hotmail.com or call
703.519.2123.

Civil War Life
In Alexandria



22  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  May 19-25, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays and Sundays

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Covers the changing role of
African Americans on the estate, views on George
Washington from the perspective of Union and
Confederate supporters, and the Washington-
Robert E. Lee connection. At Historic Mount
Vernon. These tours are limited in capacity and
cost $5 in addition to Estate admission: $15
adults; $7 children (6-11); free for children 5 &
under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or call 703-
780-2000.

THURSDAY, MAY 19
Preview Party, Antiques in Alexandria. 7 to 10

p.m.  Be among first to see booths of show’s 60
nationally recognized exhibitors.  Benefit for The
Lyceum, Alexandria Association and Twig.  Tickets
$135.  At Hilton Mark Center, 5000 Seminary Rd.,
Alexandria.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com

Politico Reporters. 6 to 8 p.m. Part of the Rooms
with a View lecture series. Featuring Jonathan
Allen, Senior Congressional Reporter, Politico, and
Julie Mason, White House Reporter, Politico. At
The Boeing Company’s Conference Center, 1200
Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Visit www.RosslynVA.org.

Ms. Virginia Senior America Pageant. 1:30
p.m. Free. Three candidates are from Arlington
including Ruthmarie Finley, Toby Greenwald and
Patty Heenan and two from Alexandria, Lynn
Kelley and Shirley Stroud. The winner will
represent Virginia at the national pageant in
Atlantic City. At the Lee Center, Kauffman
Auditorium, 1108 Jefferson St., Alexandria. Call
Annmarie Pittman,  703-549-7012 or e-mail
annmariep@comcast.net. The website is
www.msvirginiasenior.com.

Alexandria Tourism Marketing Summit. Noon
to 3 p.m. Participants will learn how to tap into —
and increase — Alexandria’s $616 million in visitor
spending with insider tips from experts in tourism,
e-marketing, news media, and sales. Lunch will be
provided. Cost is $25/$12. At George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Pre-registration is required. Email
BLee@VisitAlexVA.com or call 703-746-3311.

MAY 19, 20, 21
“Les Miserables School Edition.” Thomas

Jefferson High School. Tickets are $10 at door.
Thursday, May 19 at 7 p.m.; Friday, May 20 at 7
p.m.; Saturday, May 21 at 7 p.m.; At Thomas
Jefferson High School, Braddock Road,
Alexandria.

FRIDAY/MAY 20
Symphony Orchestra of Arlington Concert.

7:30 p.m. Features the works of Mozart and
Tchaikovsky. The Washington Mens’ Camerata,
directed by Frank Albinder, with soloists Laura
Wehmeyer - soprano, and Jackson Caesar- tenor
are scheduled to participate. At George

Washington Masonic Temple, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria.

Mount Vernon Swing Band. Cost is
$4. Hollin Hall Senior Center will be
hosting the Mount Vernon Swing
Band.  Call 703-765-4573.
Poetry Reading. 10 a.m. Mary
McElveen, First Poet Laureate of the
City of Alexandria, will return to
Hollin Hall Senior Center to share
her new poetry. At 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call
703-765-4573.

SATURDAY/MAY 21
Fun-Raiser for Japan. 5 p.m.

Admission is $11/person. Featuring
The Great Zucchini, Nen Daiko
Traditional Japanese Drummer,
Seichou Karate Dojo, Japanese Folk
Dancing. At Burgundy Farm
Country Day School, Alexandria.
Visit www.8times.org or telephone
Seichou Karate at 571-257-5401.

3rd Annual DRA Yard Sale.  8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Indoor yard sale, this
fundraiser is free. Proceeds for new
gallery lighting.  To donate or
volunteer, contact
DRA.VicePresident@gmail.com.  For
details or directions:
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Gone With The Wind lecture &
brunch, Antiques in
Alexandria, 11 a.m.  Enjoy brunch
and an illustrated lecture on costumes worn in
classic movie by Costume and Textile Specialist A.
Newbold Richardson.  Benefits Alexandria
charities.  Tickets $50.  At Hilton Mark Center,
5000 Seminary Rd., Alexandria.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com

Floral Design Workshop, Antiques in
Alexandria, 2 p.m. While enjoying a glass of
champagne, learn from designer Laura Francis
how to avoid formulaic compositions and expand
boundaries of traditional bouquets.  Benefits
Alexandria charities.  Tickets $35. Free Parking. At
Hilton Mark Center, 5000 Seminary Rd.,
Alexandria.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com

Spring Yard Sale. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. At Nativity
Lutheran Church parking lot, 1300 Collingwood
Road, Alexandria.

Awards Ceremony. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. The Friends
of the Torpedo Factory Art Center will host an
awards ceremony and reception honoring
Alexandria High School students and their artist
mentors who have participated in the Mentorship
Program. This year’s program features students
from West Potomac and T.C. Williams High
Schools and culminates in an exhibit of work
running through May 21 on the third floor of the
Torpedo Factory. Email the Friends at
friends.tfac@yahoo.

ALIVE House Sidewalk Sale. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sidewalk sale to benefit ALIVE! House. At South
Payne Street between Commerce and Prince
Streets. Rain Date Sunday, May 22.  Donations
welcomed. Bring to Ice House, 200 Commerce St.,
Saturday, May 14 from 9-5 p.m., Sunday, May 15
from 1-5 p.m. Call 703-683-5138 for other times
and for pick up.

Flea Market. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bake sale, jewelry,
clothing, plants, white elephant and more. At the
Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 N. Chambliss St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-914-0223.

Poetry and Music of the Civil War. 1 p.m.  Free.
Poet Peter Lattu will read Civil War poems and
poet John Finerty will read original poems about
Civil War events. A trio of flutists will also perform
period music. At The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035.

Woman’s BBQ Dinner. Tickets are $10/adults;
$5/children. Sponsored by the Salvation Army
Alexandria Citadel Corps, 1804 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Anyone showing a Military ID at the
door will receive a 10 percent discount in honor of
Armed Forces Day. Call 703-836-2427 for tickets.

Civil War Life.  2 to 5 p.m. Free. Discover how
Alexandria was transformed by the Civil War on
the 150th anniversary weekend of Alexandria’s
occupation by Federal troops. This free event will
also offer information tables on Civil War historic
sites, museums, events and organizations in the
area. Visit www.historicalexandria.org or call 703-
746-4554. At Old Town Market Square, 301 King
Street, Alexandria.

Community Day. UCM Creekside Village hosts its
annual Community Day. Highlights for the day
will include lunch donated by JLV Partners, jump
rope competitions, face painting, games, musical
performances and informational tables from the
UCM Workforce Development Center, Fairfax
County Department of Systems Management for
Human Services, Mount Vernon Police
Department, West Potomac High School and Fort
Hunt Elementary School PTA.

Cocker Spaniel Adoption Show. 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Come meet cockers of all ages available for
adoption. Dogs are spayed or neutered. At
Chateau Animaux, 101 S. St. Asaph St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-533-2373 or visit
www.cockerspanielrescue.com.

SUNDAY/MAY 22
Faces of Hope Walk. Noon to 4 p.m. Second

annual Mattie Miracle Cancer Foundation
Pediatric Cancer Walk in memory of Mattie, son of
Peter Brown and Vicki Sardi-Brown. Cost is $25/
adults; $15/children. At St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes Upper School campus, 1000 St. Stephen’s
Road, Alexandria. Register in person at the event
or online in advance at www.mattiemiracle.com/
cancerwalk.html.  All proceeds benefit the Mattie
Miracle Cancer Foundation.

Animal Foster Fair. 3 to 5 p.m. Are you an animal
lover who wants to help special needs animals
grow or heal before they can go up for adoption at
the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria/Vola

Lawson Animal Shelter? Learn about this
growing Foster Program and how you can be a
part of it! At the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria/Vola Lawson Animal Shelter, 4101
Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria. Contact Diann
Hohenthaner at 703-746-5583.
Jazz Concert. 6 to 9:30 p.m. The Francis C.
Hammond, George Washington, Ninth Grade,
and T.C. Williams Jazz Ensembles will perform.
At The Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle St.,
Alexandria. Contact the Carlyle Club 703-548-
5953.
Colin Casey 3K Run. Registration 7:45 to
8:45 a.m. At St. Mary’s Catholic School. Pre-
registration: $15/child, $25/adult, $90/family;
Registration: $15/child, $30/adult, $90/family.
Award’s ceremony 10 a.m. At 400 Green Street,
Alexandria.
A Very Special Tea, Antiques in
Alexandria. 2 p.m.  Dress up in your fancy
clothes and come to a tea party where a Civil
War era hostess teaches proper tea preparation
and deportment to ladies of all ages.  Tickets
$25.  Benefits Alexandria charities.  Tickets
$25.  At Hilton Mark Center, 5000 Seminary
Rd., Alexandria.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com
Spring Fling. 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. St. Mary’s
Catholic School’s 21st annual Spring Fling. With
rides, games, shopping, food, children’s raffle
and more. At 400 Green Street, Alexandria. Call
703-549-1646.
Pruning Trees and Shrubs. 11:30 a.m.
Sponsored by the Arlington Office of Virginia
Cooperative Extension, with support from

Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia. At 2416
Ridge Road Drive, Alexandria, one mile south of
Fairlington Community Center; parking on street
To register, call 703-228-6414.

Family Walk for Pediatric Cancer. 12 - 4 p.m.
Speakers and family activities such as arts and
crafts, cooking demonstrations, magic show, 26 ft.
rock climbing wall, games, raffles, and a walk
around the track to show support. To benefit
Mattie Miracle Foundation and fund a ChildLife
Specialist position at Georgetown University
Hospital. Admission is $25 Adults/$15 children
(under 3 free). T-shirts and drawstring bags
included. At St. Stephen’s upper campus, 1000 St.
Stephen’s Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.mattiemiracle.com

“Say It With Music.” 7 p.m. Wakefield Chorale
will present its Spring Concert. The program will
have a wide variety of show tunes, patriotic,
classical and spiritual numbers. At Annandale High
School, 4700 Medford Drive, Annandale. Call 703-
451-7917.

Schlesinger Concerts. 3 p.m. Free. Presented by
the U.S. Army Orchestra. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, NVCC,
Alexandria campus. Call 703-696-3399 or visit
www.usarmyband.com.

SUNDAYS, MAY 22, 29
Old Town Waterfront Fun Days. 1 to 4 p.m.

Presented by the Alexandria Waterfront
Committee, Torpedo Factory Artists, Art League,
Alexandria Archaeology, and the Alexandria
Seaport Foundation. At the Alexandria City Marina
on the waterfront. Contact Charlotte Hall at 703-
684-0580.

TUESDAY/MAY 24
Civil War Roundtable Discussion. 6 to 9 p.m.

Led by Michael Lee Pope, the topics will range
from military strategy and political movements to
family life and regional trends. At Kimpton’s
Monaco Alexandria, 480 King Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-549-6080.

Mount Vernon Quilters Unlimited. 12:30 p.m.
Free. Baltimore Album-style applique teacher Mimi
Dietrich, of Catonsville, Md., will visit Mount
Vernon Quilters Unlimited to present a guild
lecture entitled “A Quarter Century of Quilting.”
Meets at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Contact:
MVQUPresident@gmail.com

Civil War Ceremony. 5 p.m. The R.E. Lee Camp
#726, sons of Confederate Veterans will hold a
Civil War Sesquicentennial Memorial Ceremony.
Noted historian Don Hakenson will speak. At The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria. At 6
p.m., a Service of Remembrance will be observed
at Christ Church, 118 N. Washington St. Following
the service, a dinner will be held at the United
Daughters of the Confederacy R.E. Lee Camp Hall,
806 Prince St.  Cost to attend the dinner is $25 per
person.  Please RSVP to Mr. J.J. Smith at 703 299-
1725. Checks should be made out to R.E. Lee
Camp #726 and mailed to 401 Wilkes St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314.  Payment must be received
by May 21st.  For additional information, visit
www.leecamp.org.

MAY 20 TO 22
15th Antiques in Alexandria. 60 nationally recognized

exhibitors featuring antique furniture, silver, porcelain, rugs,
paintings, prints, jewelry, clocks, garden objects, and more.
Benefit for Lyceum, Alexandria Assoc., and Twig.  Tickets $15.
Free Parking, catalog & loan exhibit, Alexandria 1861 – Winds
of Change.  At Hilton Mark Center, 5000 Seminary Rd.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com

From left:  Hayden Arp, Emmy Freedman, Keira Moran, Christopher
Porter and Cameron Lyons.

SUNDAY/MAY 22
T.C. Williams’ Chamber Ensemble. 4 p.m. Free. Five chamber music ensembles, each composed

entirely of T.C. Williams High School students, will perform a concert of chamber music at the Lyceum,
201 South Washington Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-505 -0700.
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Fine Arts

MAY 21 TO JUNE 26
In the Flesh 3. In the Flesh 3 examines contemporary

figurative art, showcasing the work of 21 artists while
exploring the deep-seeded relationship between humanity
and art. Reception is June 9 from 6 to 8 p.m. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union Street,
Alexandria. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/target.

FRIDAY/JUNE 3
Drawing Inspiration from the Figure. 7 p.m. This show,

featuring artwork inspired by the human form, runs
through June 26 at the Del Ray Artisans gallery. Opening
reception is Friday, June 3 from 7 to 10 p.m.  Details and
directions:  www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

MAY 20 TO JUNE 20
Artist Pam Rogers. “The Germination Project: Emerge.”

Mixed media including handmade natural pigments.
Opening reception is Saturday, June 4 from 7 to 9 p.m. At
the Schlesinger Center Margaret W. & Joseph L. Fisher
Gallery, NVCC Alexandria campus.

NOW THROUGH MAY 29
Laura A. Clerici and Dennis Crayon. New Members

Show. Laura Clerici is a Byzantine iconographer. Dennis
Crayon uses color and position to convey Modernist
composition with a classical painting technique. Meet the
Artist’s reception is Saturday, May 21 from 5 to 8 p.m.  Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 6
Baa-merica! Icons Revisited. Leslie Blackmon’s Solo

Exhibit of Fiber Sculpture. She has created intricate crochet
sculptures of sheep posing as American popular culture
icons. A Meet-the-Artist’s reception is Thursday, May 12
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. At The Art League, 105 North Union
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org

Call for Instructors for Art Camp 2011 (7/25-7/29).
Projects should combine educational elements with hands-
on and engaging opportunities for creativity and relate to a
current or historic craft founded in cultural tradition.  Ages
8-14.  www.theDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH MAY 29
Seen and Unseen/Joanna Knox. Since 2003, Knox has

explored the connections between people and spaces
through her large format color photographs of abandoned
spaces. At the Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or nvfaa.org

NOW THROUGH MAY 30
Kiln Club Show. Scope Gallery potters at the Torpedo

Factory Art Center have created one-of-a-kind pieces to
offer this Spring season. At the Scope Gallery, 105 North
Union Street, Ground Floor Studio 19, Alexandria. Call the
Scope Gallery at 703-548-6288 , visit
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.htm and
www.kilnclubwdc.com

NOW THROUGH JUNE 5
Two Visitors Exhibit. Photography by Laurie Sand and

Colleen Spencer Henderson. At Multiple Exposures Gallery
at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union Street, Studio 312,
Alexandria. Call 703-683-2205.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 18
Four Seasons: A Photography Exhibition.  Opening

reception is Saturday, May 21 from 5 to 8 p.m. Exhibition
by photographers Fred Eberhart and Joseph Romeo at
Broadway Gallery, 5641B General Washington Drive,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 26
Paintings of the Potomac Valley Watercolorists. At

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
Exhibition of Commemorative Wares. Features ceramic

wares that reflect the Alexandria community’s keen interest
in current and historic events. At the Lyceum, 201 South
Washington Street, Old Town Alexandria. Open Monday
through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. $2 admission. Call 703-746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

MAY 31 TO JUNE 26
Birds & Beasts. Creature-centered clay creations. At the

Torpedo Factory’s Scope Gallery; hours are Monday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with Thursdays
open until 9 p.m. At 105 North Union Street, ground floor
Studio 19, Alexandria. Call Scope Gallery at 703-548-6288
or visit www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.

Alexandria Film Fest
Is Seeking Entries

The fifth annual Alexandria Film Festival is
soliciting entries from U.S. and international
filmmakers. At least three cash prizes will be
awarded to top films at the Festival: Best of
Show ($500), Jury Prize ($300) and Audience
Award ($200). All film genres are accepted in
all categories including narrative, documen-
tary, short, animated and experimental. Dead-
lines for entries are: Early Bird - May 31, 2011;
Regular -June 30, 2011; Late - July 15, 2011.
Regular fees are $35 for feature-length films
and $25 for shorts. Discounts are available for
early entries.

The Alexandria Film Festival will again part-
ner with Withoutabox, a subsidiary of
www.IMDB.com, to accept film submissions.
To submit films through Withoutabox and re-
ceive an entry fee discount, visit
www.withoutabox.com/login/7816. Complete
guidelines are posted on Withoutabox and on
the film festival web site at
www.AlexandriaFilm.org.

Call 703-746-5588 or aca@alexandriava.gov.

MAY 18 TO JUNE 5
“Drumming with Dishes.” Presented by Arts on the

Horizon, dedicated to young children. At Landmark Mall in
Alexandria. Performances are May 18, 19, 24, 25, June 1 at
10:30 a.m.; May 21 and June 4 at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.;
May 28 at 10 a.m.; and May 22 and June 5 at 11:30 a.m.
All tickets are $8 (with a Family Four pack for $25) and can
be purchased online at http://www.artsonthehorizon.org/
tickets.htm or at the door.   Visit http://
www.artsonthehorizon.org.

MAY 20-22
“Mindgame.” Port City Playhouse production. Show runs

Friday and Saturday, May 20-21-22. Evening shows at 8
p.m.; matinees at 3 p.m. Tickets are $18/$16/$14. At The
LAB at Convergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 12
“Side by Side by Sondheim.” Features songs from 1957 to

1976 ) from some of Broadway’s most memorable musicals
including “West Side Story,” “Anyone Can Whistle,” “Follies,”
“A Funny Thing Happened…,” “A Little Night Music,”
“Company,’ and ‘Pacific Overtures.” At Signature Theatre.
Showtimes are Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.,
Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8
p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets range from
$55 - $81. Call 703- 573-SEAT or  www.signature-theatre.org.

NOW THROUGH MAY 29
“The Real Inspector Hound.” Performances are Thursdays

and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. At MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal
St. in Alexandria, in North Old Town. Tickets may be
ordered by calling 1-800-494-8497 or online at
boxofficetickets.com. For group sales, call the theatre at
703-548-9044 or www.metrostage.org.

Local Theater

United Community Ministries Food Pantry
accepts donations of food Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. & the first Sunday of every month from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA
22306. People dropping off donations should enter through
the gates on the right side of the building, drive around to
the back of the building and ring the bell at the green door.
Most Commonly Needed Items:
•Canned soup
•Canned fruits &

vegetables
•Canned beans
•Pasta
•Rice
•Tomato sauce
•Cereal & oatmeal

•Macaroni & cheese
•Peanut butter
•Jelly
•Dry milk
•Baby food
•Diapers
•Paper shopping &

grocery bags
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ONGOING
The Mount Vernon Farmers Market will

be held on Wednesdays instead of Tuesdays
for the 2011 market season.  The market is in
the parking lot of the Sherwood Library
located at 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane in
Alexandria.  The hours are 8 a.m. until noon.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
FarmersMarkets/ or call 703-642-0128.

UCM’s Back Porch Thrift Store is in need of
donations of furniture. UCM will pick up
furniture, as well as other larger donations,
or they can be dropped off at the back of the
store Monday through Saturday, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. To arrange for pick-ups, call
703-768-7106, ext. 320. Located at the Mt.
Vernon Crossroads Shopping Center at 7838

Richmond Highway, Alexandria.
Two new Girl Scout troops are meeting at the

Creekside Village community center after school
on Monday afternoons — Troop 716 and Troop
922. The Brownie and Junior troops meet
together on the second and fourth Mondays of
the month. The troop members are working on
the “Write All About It” badge and plan to earn
the “Looking My Best” badge as well as the
“Theater” badge. The Girl Scouts also hope to go
camping this spring. Contact troop leader Kathy
Lehner at kathy.lehner@gmail.com.

TUESDAY/MAY 24
Alexandria on Wheels. 8 to 9:30 a.m. Customer

Service, Marketing Analysis, Creating Demand

and the Personal Touch. Find out how applying
these skills can increase the sales not only of
cars, but also of your company’s goods and
services.  At Alexandria BMW Showroom, 499
South Pickett Street, Alexandria. Speaker is Greg
Pugh, GMW general manager. Reservations:
brahmopticians@aol.com or 703-772-6716.

TUESDAY/MAY 31
StagePlay celebrates 10 years of summer fun with

an assortment of drama camps for 3-14 year
olds.  Camps will be held at St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church, Alexandria, and at The Little
Theatre of Alexandria, beginning May 31.  For
full details, email bardsplay@aol.com, tel 703-
963-9430, www.stageplay.TV.

SATURDAY/JUNE 4
Family Caregivers Forum. 9 a.m. to noon.

Free. Includes a panel discussion by experts
in the field of adult caregiving as well as
Fairfax County information and private
exhibitors. At Good Shepherd Catholic
Church, 8710 Mount Vernon Highway,
Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573

SUNDAY/JUNE 19
Fairfax Elderhostel Alumni Assoc.

Meeting. 2 to 4 p.m. Ambassador David
Newton will speak on “Yemen: The Middle
East’s Latest Hotspot.”  At George Mason
Public Library, 7001 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale.

Bulletin Board To have a notice listed, e-mail gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

By the Rev. Keary Kincannon

Rising Hope

United Methodist Mission Church

I
n 1995, after nearly two decades of
working with Sojourners and the in-
ner-city poor of Washington D.C.,
Bishop Thomas Stockton appointed

me to explore starting a church among the
poor and marginalized living along the
Route 1 corridor south of Alexandria. In
June of 1996 Dr. F. Douglas Dillard, the Al-
exandria District Superintendent, and I
chartered a new congregation in the com-
munity room of the West Ford public hous-
ing project. We had 11 members and named
this congregation Rising Hope United Meth-
odist Mission Church.

Our mission has always been to bring the
power of Christ and the support of the
church to the least, the lost, the lonely, and
the left out of our community. As a result
we have drawn our membership from the
many homeless, formerly homeless, dis-
abled, and working poor members of our
community as well as a number of middle-
class families called to serve God among the
least of these.

Today our small congregation has grown,
not so much in membership, but in impact.
With 100 active members, two-thirds of
whom have been homeless, we serve the
needs of 8,000 impoverished people in our
community annually with our food pantry,
soup kitchen, clothing closet, hypothermia
shelter, recovery programs, job programs,
and emergency assistance.

We may do a number of things that look
like a social service agency but the core of
our life at Rising Hope is our worship of
the God made known in Jesus Christ. And
it is His power that drives all our outreach
into the community. We access that power
regularly through disciplined times of wor-
ship, prayer, and Bible study. We worship
together five times a week. Sunday morn-
ing is our central celebration but we also
come together in a shorter celebration at
noon every Tuesday through Friday.

I have always taken Jesus’ words to reach
out to the least among us very seriously. But
Jesus is not content that we should simply
feed the hungry. He was transforming lives
by welcoming traitorous tax collectors,
revolutionary zealots, prostitutes, and sin-

ners into his inner circle. When criticized
for eating with them he replied, “It is not
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.

13 But go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy, not
sacrifice.’[a] For I have not come
to call the righteous, but sinners”
(Matthew 9:12-12). If Jesus invited
the most disreputable members of
society to become his disciples can
we do any less? The Gospel is both
challenging and life changing.

As I reflect on Rising Hope’s 15
years, one thing we got right was
insisting that we empower the poor
and not simply serve them. Our
food pantry depends on the many
volunteers from area churches and
their generous donations of food.

With their support
we serve over 300
families every week.
Yet equally impor-
tant is the empower-
ment of dozens of
people volunteering
from the community
in need. We put
them to work stack-
ing the shelves, mak-
ing deliveries, and
welcoming the pa-
trons who come desperate for
assistance with their food
budgets. By offering everyone
an opportunity to volunteer
we are giving dignity to even
the most destitute of indi-
viduals. Rising Hope is not
about a “free hand-out.” Nei-
ther are we about the wealthy
sharing their surplus with
poor souls who have so little.
Rising Hope has a much
greater goal in mind. We
want to manifest the King-
dom of God where rich and
poor, black and white, privi-
leged and disadvantaged
come together to be empow-
ered to live out our highest
potential and humbled to
serve even the most unde-
serving. Love demands noth-
ing less. That is what God did

for us in Jesus Christ and that is what God
is calling us to do.

The work of Rising Hope will be recog-

nized from June 2011 to June 2012 with a
year of “15th Anniversary Celebrations”
designed to lift up and support our work.

❖ The first will be a simple service of
gratitude on Sunday evening June 26, 7
p.m. at Rising Hope.

❖ On Friday Sept. 30, the “Friends of Ris-
ing Hope” are sponsoring a fundraising din-
ner, dance and auction at the Mount Vernon
Country Club, Mount Vernon.

❖  Nationally acclaimed Christian come-
dian Scott Davis will present two benefit
concerts for Rising Hope at Springfield UMC
on Sunday evening Oct. 23.

❖ At a date and time to be arranged in
early 2012, Jeff Majors (Gospel and jazz
musician, recording artist, radio and TV
personality) will host a “HopeFest” with
great musicians and preaching to culminate
our year of celebration. Please join us for
one or more of these celebrations as we give
thanks to God for God’s presence in our
work.

For more information go to
www.risinghopeumc.org.

15 Years of Raising Hope
Faith

The Rev. Keary Kincannon

Aceline Bapthleus, Dwayne Sands and Deborah
Johnson are Rising Hope volunteers/members
who come from the community to help others.
Bapthelus is a Haitian immigrant who works
as a domestic; she volunteers many hours in
the food pantry and clothing closet. Johnson
is a single mom with a teenage daughter still
at home; she is a certified food handler unem-
ployed in this recession; she volunteers as our
cook about 30 hours a week. Sands first came
to the hypothermia shelter the church oper-
ates in partnership with Ventures in Commu-
nity; since then he has found housing and he
volunteers nearly full time at Rising Hope
assisting all who come into the building.

Sojourners Magazine, a social justice
religious magazine with national and
international distribution, has published a
four-page article on Rising Hope United
Methodist Mission Church.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Services at 8:30am & 11:00am
Sunday School at 9:45am

An April Assist
Support New Life!

Accepting donations of packages of diapers and
diaper wipes to support Assist Pregnancy Center

8th Annual Sounds Sweet!
Handbell Dessert Concert
Saturday June 4th 6:30pm

(703) 765-8255
More info (703) 765-8255
or www.bethany-lcms.org

Letters

to emphasize programs related
to jobs and the economy.

But the almost exclusive empha-
sis on later grades misses a huge
opportunity. Young children, with
their inquisitive minds and ques-
tions about the world around them
are wired to learn the basics of
science and math. Younger grades
are where the foundation for fu-
ture academic success is set. Wait-
ing until the end is a huge missed
opportunity.

The best time to start teaching
science is in the earliest years,
which is why places like the Cen-
ter for Early Education in
Science,Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics at the University
of Northern Iowa are hosting con-
ferences on examining ways to
build the foundations of science in
earlier grades. And its why
Virginia’s recently announced Sci-
ence and Math Partnership Grants
include a number of projects fo-
cused on elementary school. In
pre-school and elementary school,
we can teach kids to ask questions,
evaluate their surroundings, con-
sider, ask “what if” and explore.
Inquisitiveness is the foundation of
science. These skills will bring the
innovation and progress our Com-
monwealth needs to prosper.

From Page 9 The success of schools like
Hollin Meadows will dictate the
economic progress of our state.
The students that come out of
them are investments in the future
job growth and innovation of Vir-
ginia. It will be the creative work
of engineers, mathematicians and
scientists who find the solutions to
our energy challenges, who create
new ways to protect our air and
water and who develop the ma-
chines and products that will keep
us moving forward.  We need to
help Hollin Meadows succeed and
to make it possible for others emu-
late them. That will put us on the
right path for long term success for
our economy and our planet.

Rob Krupicka
Alexandria

Rob Krupicka is a member of the
Virginia Board of Education and the
Alexandria City Council

Collingwood Executive Director Paul Frank (left)
presents commemorative brick to President Winn
Williams in recognition of Kentuckian Society sup-
port of Collingwood’s community programs

Commemorative Brick

School Notes

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on

any public issue. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Send announcements to the Mount
Vernon Gazette, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

Brian Fitzsimmons, a senior at
Mount Vernon High School, has been
awarded the Virginia State Golf Associa-
tion Scholarship.  He will be attending
the University of Virginia in the Fall
under the “Echols Scholar Program.”

Ellen Reynolds, daughter of Carol
Reynolds of Alexandria, and a 2010
graduate of Mt. Vernon High School,
received the Achievement in Photogra-
phy award on April 15, 2011 at
Lynchburg College’s Academic Awards
Banquet. Ellen is a freshman art major
at Lynchburg College.

Angela Dawn Anderson, a resi-
dent of Alexandria, has earned an
Associate in Applied Science, adminis-
trative/Management Studies from
Excelsior College.
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See Sports Briefs,  Page 28

Mount Vernon
Crew Wins Silver

 The Mount Vernon High School crew
team participated in the Virginia State Row-
ing Championship regatta Saturday, May
14, where the women’s lightweight 4 placed
second, earning a silver medal. They now
rank second in Virginia and have earned the
opportunity to compete at the Scholastic
Rowing Association National Regatta to be
held May 27 and 28 in Cooper River, N.J.

National District
Lacrosse Honors

Members of the Mount Vernon boys and
girls lacrosse teams received all-National
District honors. For the boys, junior
midfielder Isaac Ortiz and senior goalkeeper
PJ Virostek earned first-team honors, and
junior attackman Ian McKellips and senior
defenseman Asante Mickle earned second-
team honors.

For the girls, sophomore midfielder
Gabrielle Ocker and junior defender Abby
Kitchen earned first-team honors and jun-
ior midfielder Allie Schray  earned second-
team honors.

Gunston Soccer Club
Gunston Soccer Club, which provides rec-

reation and travel soccer opportunities for
boys and girls in the Fort Hunt, Mount
Vernon, Lorton, Alexandria, and other ar-
eas of Fairfax County, will be holding try-
outs for its travel soccer teams, which play
in the National Capital Soccer League,
Washington Area Girls Soccer League, and

Old Dominion Soccer League. Boys and
girls, ages 8-18, who are interested in play-
ing soccer at a higher level and improving
their skills and knowledge of the game
should attend their age-appropriate tryout
session. Tryout sessions begin on May 23
and run through June 10. All players should
bring a soccer ball and water bottle and
wear shin guards. More information can be
found at www.gunstonsoccer.com.

WP Air Raid
Football Camp

The Wolverine Booster Club is sponsor-

ing the Air Raid Football Youth League
Camp, structured toward grades 4-8 and
ages 10-14. Camp sessions are July 11-15
and July 18-22. Each day runs from 6-8:30
p.m. on the West Potomac High School prac-
tice fields.

Cost is $75. Make checks payable to the
Wolverine Athletic Booster Club or WBAC.

WP Boys Basketball
Summer Camps

West Potomac will host three weeks of

Submitted photo

The Mount Vernon crew team’s lightweight 4, from left: Stephanie
Restifo, Maddie Ryan, Raven Woody, Helen Sudhoff (coxswain), and
Heiomy Beltran.

Sports Briefs

By Rich Sanders

The Gazette

I
n a Patriot District baseball tourna-
ment play-in game, West Potomac,
the No. 5-seed, defeated No. 8 Lee
High, 9-1, in a postseason game

played at West Potomac on Monday night,
May 16.

The win advanced the Wolverines (12-9)
to a district quarterfinals round meeting at
No. 4 West Springfield High two days later
on Wednesday, May 18. Lee, meanwhile,
saw its season end with the loss to West
Potomac.

Earning the pitching win for West
Potomac in the victory over the Lancers was
left-handed junior starter Dan Jarrell, who
allowed just one run (unearned) and two
hits while striking out 12 in six innings of
work. Jarrell’s season record improved to
3-3 with a 2.30 ERA with the strong out-
ing.

Jarrell threw 91 pitches on the night; 71

of those pitches were strikes.
“Dan’s pitched some fine games,” said

West Potomac coach Jim Sullivan. “Lee can
play some good baseball. He was getting
everything over for strikes — his fastball,
changeup and curve ball. He’s certainly not
overpowering but he was really on.”

Andrew White, a junior, pitched the sev-
enth inning, striking out three. So for the
ball game, West Potomac pitching ac-
counted for 15 strikeouts — five innings
worth of outs.

Sullivan said it was Jarrell’s best outing
since April 15 when the southpaw went six
strong innings in a hard luck 3-2 loss at dis-
trict opponent South County, the top-ranked
team in the Northern Region.

Uncharacteristically, West Potomac’s de-
fense made three errors in Monday’s game
against Lee. Sullivan said overall defense
has been a strength for the Wolverines, who
had not committed any errors over the fi-
nal few games of the regular season.

The offensive highlight for West Potomac

in the win over Lee was a fourth inning
home run by left-handed hitting sophomore
Jayme Murray, who pulled a towering shot
down the right field line and well over the
fence. It was the fifth home run of the sea-
son for Murray, who is batting .390 with 30
RBI.

“He hits them a long way,” said Sullivan.
“It was a moon shot.”

Also having a good game at the plate was
junior Nick Cordone, who had two hits, in-
cluding a double off the fence.

WEST POTOMAC’S top position player
this spring has been junior shortstop/third
baseman Sean Trenchard, who recently
earned First Team All-Patriot District hon-
ors for the Wolverines. For the season,
Trenchard, a right-handed hitter who bats
third in the line-up, is batting .450 with four
homers and 25 RBIs.

“He just hits the ball extremely hard and
he’s extremely fast,” said Sullivan, who said
Trenchard led the district in stolen bases
(19 in 21 tries).

Murray, a southpaw pitcher like teammate
Jarrell, earned Second Team All-District
honors at the utility position. On the pitch-
ing mound this season, Murray is 4-2 with

a 3.00 ERA.
Five Wolverines earned All-District Hon-

orable Mention accolades - junior catcher
Matt Hrin, junior infielder Josh Belanger,
DH Cordone, junior outfielder Jack King,
and Jarrell (pitcher).

Sullivan, in his sixth season as the West
Potomac head coach, was hoping to see the
Wolverines qualify for the 16-team North-
ern Region playoffs for the first time under
his leadership. Usually, West Potomac has
finished in fifth place in the regular season
standings during Sullivan’s time as head
coach. That was the case this season. To
make regionals this season, West Potomac
had to defeat West Springfield in
Wednesday’s quarterfinals playoff meeting
(after this edition’s deadline).

“We’ve had a good season, although not
as good as we’d hoped,” said Sullivan, who
said his team’s expectations going into the
season were to finish among the top four
teams in the district.

The key to West Potomac’s winning sea-
son has been its pitching.

“Our pitching has really come along with
Dan and Jayme, both left-handers,” said
Sullivan. “We can match up with anyone
on any night.”

MVHS Golfer
Wins Scholarship

 The Virginia State Golf Association
has awarded Mount Vernon senior
Brian Fitzsimmons a $3,500 college
scholarship in recognition of his golf,
academic and com-
munity achieve-
ments. He will enroll
at the University of
Virginia this fall.

F i t z s i m m o n s
played on the Mount
Vernon golf team all
four years and easily
recalls his career
highlight.

“I qualified as an
individual for regionals as a sopho-
more,” he said in a recent interview.
“That was great.”

He has also excelled in the class-
room, winning honors as the most out-
standing student in French, chemis-
try, physics, and astronomy. He is in
the National Honor Society, serves as
the senior class president, and earned
the William & Mary Leadership Award
in 2010. Brian is a three-time winner
of the Virginia High School League
Academic Excellence Award.

Despite schoolwork and golf, Brian
finds time to play the piano an hour a
day — “I love it” — and play ultimate
Frisbee.

Fitzsimmons’s brother Patrick won
a similar scholarship three years ago
while playing golf at Mount Vernon
High School.

— Michael K. Bohn

Wolverines Win District Tournament Play-In Game
Jarrell pitches six strong innings;
Murray homers in win over Lancers.

Fitzsimmons
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Sports Briefs

basketball camps in July for ages 7-16. Week one is the co-ed camp
from July 5-8. Cost is $95. Weeks two (July 11-15) and three July 25-
29) are boys camps. Cost is $120. Contact West Potomac head coach
David Houston at djhouston@fcps.edu for more information.

American Legion
Baseball Players Wanted

The Montgomery College Rockville baseball team is looking for Ameri-
can Legion or showcase-quality players for the fall 2011 and spring
2012 seasons. The Rockville Express of the Cal Ripken League plays
their home games at MC Rockville. Contact Coach Rick Price at 240-
447-6948 for more information.

Aces Looking for Host Families
The Alexandria Aces Collegiate Summer Baseball Club of the Cal

Ripken Collegiate Baseball League is looking for host families for its
upcoming 2011 season. Aces players arrive in Alexandria on Memorial
Day Weekend. All players need is a place to sleep and access to a washer
and dryer, the Aces take care of everything else. To volunteer as a host
family, contact Aces Host Family Coordinators, David Cheney (Aces
Club Boosters - Baseball Chairman) or Lisa Marie Cheney (Aces Club
Boosters - Board Vice Pres.) by email at cheneydave@gmail.com or by
phone at 703-370-2882.

Sports Updates on Twitter
Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on Twitter at @jonroetman for

sports updates around Northern Virginia and Montgomery County, Md.

Offering a Little Advice
The Fort Belvoir Little League Pirates helped the Mount Vernon varsity baseball team in
its district game against Wakefield on May 2. The FBLL players took the field with their
respective varsity players.  With the exceptional fan base and the sound advice the FBLL
players offered, Mount Vernon snapped its losing streak and beat Wakefield, 11-1.

Photo by Lori Heltzel

SUMMER
INTERNSHIPS
AVAILABLE
ONLINE INTERNS
Educational internships
available for enthusias-
tic college students to
join our new website
launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to
help develop content
and sections for our
new website, due to
launch in late spring.
Throughout the sum-
mer, we’ll be adding
specifics to our enter-
tainment and events
sections, creating spe-
cial projects and con-
tent, and exploring
new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer
an unusual chance to
work with award-win-
ning editors while
developing first-rate
online presence.
Summer internships
require a commitment
of at least six weeks,
16-40 hours a week.
Please e-mail a state-
ment of interest and a
resume to intern-
ship@connection
newspapers.com
NEWS INTERNS
Educational opportu-
nity to work with
award-winning editors
on local new coverage,
including politics, elec-
tions, community
events, Civil War com-
memoration, local
insiders’ guides, news
feature writing and
more. Summer intern-
ships require a commit-
ment of at least six
weeks, 16-40 hours a
week. Please e-mail a
statement of interest
and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment Home & GardenHome & Garden

CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Certified Lifeguards
Cert. Lifeguards needed in Alexandria, 
Fairfax and Loudoun.  Flex hours, AM 
shifts avail.  PO License.  Comp. wages, 
year round positions.  Call VAPS @ 571-
248-4400 or email: vaps@comcast.net

Medical Transportation Co. 
looking for 

National Registered EMTs 
for Northern VA area. apply at 

aaatransport.net

NAIL TECH WANTED
Excellent job opportunity.  

Old Town Alexandria.  
Call Bonnie: 703-836-4242

OFFICE MGR/BOOKKEEPER
P/T flex. For small but busy landscaping 

company in Alexandria.  Some exp pref’d. 
703-725-5061

P/T Administrative Assistant
National floral trade association in Old 

Town Alexandria seeks assistant for market-
ing department, M-F, 9am - 3pm. Successful 
candidate will provide general administra-
tive and clerical support for the department 
as well as respond to information requests 

and handle special mailings. Excellent com-
puter and organizational skills, and ability to 

juggle multiple tasks a must. Wordpress 
and/or Joomla exp. a plus. Send resume and   

pay requirements by May 20 to
AdminAsst@safnow.org.

P/T BOOKKEEPER
Decorium Gift & Home is looking for a 
part-time (approx 25 hours) Bookkeep-
er.  Applicants must have Quick Book 
experience.  Please email your resume to 
jeff@decoriumhome.com

Paul Spring Retirement 
Community

7116 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22307

www.rui.net

Has openings for the following:

Cook- Experienced in preparing large 

quantities of high quality food. Call Shan-
trell at 703-768-0234.

Recreation Assistant- Assist with Resi-

dent programs and events. Includes dance, 
exercise and brain games. Call Darnall at 
703-768-0234.

AgroLawn, the #1 lawn care company servicing the
Northern Virginia area, is looking for aggressive, energetic

self-starters to join our sales and marketing team.

Our Sales Representatives Enjoy:
•Ongoing, Intensive Sales and Technical Training 
•A Base Salary of $14.00/hr paid weekly
•Lucrative and, Limitless Commission Plan paid weekly
•1st Year Earning Potential of $45K+
•Benefits Package: Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k) Plan
•Paid Holidays and Vacation
•Career Advancement – Management Training

The Ideal Candidate Will Be Able To Show Us:
•Strong Customer Service & Relationship Building Skills
•A Quick-Thinking, Problem-Resolving Attitude
•The Ability To Thrive In A Competitive, Goal-Driven Environment

As a Sales Representative, you will be responsible for developing new
accounts and maintaining our already well-established client base through
a combination of in- bound-lead follow-up, indoor phone sales, field sales,
and direct marketing efforts.

This is a unique opportunity for an energetic, self-motivated, and goal
oriented individual. We pride ourselves on providing the right combination of
training, motivation, and compensation to let you succeed both professionally
and personally.

Qualified candidates will be able
to successfully pass a drug screen,
MVR check, and criminal
background check.

Apply Online or call to inquire with Donald Irby – General Manager
or Dan Arcadipane – Branch Sales Manager at 703-938-8844
or by e-mail at DonaldIrby@trugreenmail.com

Receptionist / Office Assistant
Fast growing international group in 
Alexandria is seeking an individual with 
excellent interpersonal skills, both ver-
bal and written. The applicant should 
be friendly, courteous, and helpful to 
company management and visitors.
This position requires someone who is 
computer literate and able to multi-task 
in a fast paced environment. Previous 
experience as a receptionist a plus. We 
will offer a competitive compensation 
package, based on experience with ex-
cellent benefits including health and 
dental insurance, paid holidays, and a 
Simple IRA plan. Please email your re-
sume with salary history and require-
ments to jgale@amsgroup.net.

SALES & MARKETING
A Full-time, 40 hour/week, temporary posi-
tion, with the potential of developing into a 
Full-time, Permanent position, in the Sales 
& Marketing division of a leading National 
Wine Importer, located in Northern Virginia 
is currently available. The Company seeks a 
detail oriented, highly motivated individual 
with strong organizational, multi-tasking 
and communication skills. This position re-
quires harmonious interaction with national 
sales staff and clients, collaboration with our 
overseas office, development and mainte-
nance of point of sales material, coordina-
tion   of  mass  mailings  and printings, press 
review  updates  and  database maintenance.  
Must be proficient in all Microsoft applica-
tions including Office, Word, Excel, Win-
dows, Adobe Suite, Powerpoint. Italian 
speaking as well as wine experience  a plus.
Hourly Compensation commensurate with 
abilities and experience. Please e-mail your 
resume to jobs@empsonusa.com.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING
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Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Specializing in Fairfax Co. &
Mt. Vernon Area

Renovations & Additions
Design & Permitting

703-780-6688 / info@bc-builds.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 
SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

Interior/Exterior
Powerwash, Decks

CHRISTOS
PAINT

703-623-3858
703-750-5443

Free Estimates • Licensed Bonded

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

OBITUARY

McQUADE
WILLMA STEVENSON

Willma Stevenson McQuade, 89, formerly of Alexandria, 
Virginia, passed away on April 22, 2011. Billie was a gradu-
ate of Trenton State Teachers College and spent many 
years pursuing her joy of teaching children in the public 
schools of New Jersey and Virginia. She was a member of 
Aldersgate Methodist Church where she taught preschool 
and volunteered in the church office for 18 years. Upon 
moving to Roanoke in 2006, she filled her days with working 
in the library, gardening, going on outings with her grandchil-
dren Trent and Macy McQuade and teaching her 6 year old 
“adopted” granddaughter, Annie Diviney, to sew her own 
dresses. Billie was a selfless giver of her time and her sup-
port to many organizations and churches. Those who had 
the privilege to know her will remember her for the quiet 
dignity and grace that she brought to her reationships with 
family and friends.

Billie is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Diane and 
Art Strickland of Roanoke; her son and daughter-in-law 
Doug and Susan McQuade of Roanoke, and five grandchil-
dren Nicole Strickland of Baltimore, Maryland, Danielle 
Strickland of Guadalajara, Mexico, Ryan Strickland of 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and Trent and Macy McQuade 
of Roanoke. She is also survived by a brother and sister-in-
law, Joe and Amy Stevenson of Gulfbreeze, Florida and 
many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 59 years, Thomas A. McQuade, her parents, 
Horace and Elizabeth Stevenson, her sister and brother - in 
-law Julia and Richard (Dick) Washburn, and her brother 
and sister-in-law Horace (Bud) and Connie Stevenson.

A memorial service will be held at 1 pm on May 27 grave-
side at Arlington Cemetery, where she will be interred be-
side her husband, Tom, a World War II POW. A reception 
will follow at the Fort Meyers Officers Club. Memorials may 
be made to AHALA Children’s Rights Foundation, PO 2866, 
Roanoke 24001.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ClassifiedClassified

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

CALL SEAFUS CRAFT 202-679-0862

ALEXANDRIA $550,000
 PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED INTERIOR

Understated elegance combines with creative use of light, mirrors & mold-
ing to make this 2 bedroom condo  a must see. Enjoy countless condo
amenities & luxury living at Porto Vecchio named for Old Town’s
historic port, within an easy walk.

ALEX/MT VERNON $569,900
BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED

Pristine Williamsburg Colonial with 2-story entry foyer features hardwoods thru
main level & spacious rooms throughout to inclued huge country kitchen
Master suite w/fireplace & luxury bath w/jetted tub.  Unique upper
level with libary loft. Fully finished lower level. 2-car side-load
garage plus much more.

CALL DAVID WILLIAMS  703-937-7547

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $519,900
INVITING STRATFORD LANDING HOME

4 Bedroom 3 Bath Split Foyer on oversized lot.  Featuring attactive kitchen with granite countertops, updated
cabinets, new ceramic flooring, & more. Large master bedroom w/ wood flooring, walk-in closet, 2nd closet &
private bath. French doors open to maintenance-free deck at main level. Fully finished lower level opens to
screened porch .  Hot tub & above-ground pool are ready for your summer fun.
Directions: From Alexandria, South on GW PKY 4 mi. Right on Collingwood Rd. Cross  Ft
Hunt Rd to stop sign. Left on Riverside Rd past SL Elementary School to 8532 on right.

CALL LYNNE HOUDE 703-517-5716
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CALL MARSHA BELVIS  703-283-0765

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $499,900
POPULAR HOLLIN HALL

Three level front-to-back split features cathedral ceiling living room with cheery
streaming natural light and cheery fireplace. Three bedrooms on upper level,
family room & fireplace on lower level. Ideally located at edge of
Paul Springs Park.

CALL MIKE DOWNIE  703-360-7400 or 703-360-3189

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $419,000
PRISTINE CAPE

Beautifully updated cape cod on premium 1/3 acre lot close to everything.
Mid-light toned hardwoods. Ceramic flooring in kitchen, granite counter-
tops. Master bedroom with skylights. Updated bath with jetted
tub. 3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths. Directions:  From Alex, south Rt 1.
Left Beacon Hill, Right Quander, Right Duke to 6801.
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KINGSTOWNE $429,900
WALK TO SHOPPING & MOVIES

Large 3 level townhome, ceramic tiled entry foyer, hardwoods thru main rooms
including front kitchen with breakfast are and stainless appliances, granite counters.
Skylights in upper hall and master bath.Finished lower level with fireplace
& full bath.3 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths.

CALL LINDA SWEENEY 703-203-1005

News

From Page 15

Rememberings
 The mother and widow of Second Lieutenant Frank
Stecco, who died during a water rescue training
exercise in the waters of Pohick Bay on Oct. 25,
2008, place a banner honoring his memory on the
wreath at the Fairfax County Police Fallen Officers
Memorial Service on Tuesday, May 17 in the Rose
Garden behind the Massey Building in Fairfax City.
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ing process. Fencing had to be
installed to protect against the
multitude of deer that roam the
plantation; several of the bees de-
cided to fly away and groundhogs
continue to be voracious eaters,
devouring the entire crop of pea
plants.

In addition to radishes and
herbs, Lutes said that they have
also produced bok choi, kea
shoots, lettuces and micro greens.

Produce has been used by chefs
at Tallula, Birch & Barley, Vermil-
lion and Evening Star Café.

“They are small amounts – usu-
ally just enough for one night’s
worth for a tasting menu, but it’s
just one hour lag time between the
time that it is picked out of the dirt
until it goes to the table,” said
Lutes.

Businesses and other organiza-
tions that use, sell or promote

green and sustainable products
will participate in this event that
celebrates how the Richmond
Highway corridor is becoming a
cleaner, safer and greener place to
live, work and play.

Several levels of sponsorship
and exhibitor opportunities are
still available. A portion of the
sponsorship will benefit The Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion and the Arcadia Center for
Sustainable Food and Agriculture.

For more information on the
event, visit http://www.sfdc.org/
sfdc_events.html.

For more information on
sponsor and exhibitor opportuni-
ties, please contact Tony Fontana
at 703-360-5008 or
tony.fontana@sfdc.org.

For more information about
Arcadia, contact Pat Lute at
pat@arcadiafood.org or visit
www.arcadiafood.org.

Environmental Event


